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A suprLemMENTaRyY sheet, of eight pages, accom- 
panies the present number of the ReeisTer, and the 
whole is given up to variety. 





ap We have received a manuscript copy of Mr. 
Baidwin’s remarks on the bill reported by the com- 
mittee of manufactures, requiring cash payments of 
duties, on certain articles imported. Itislong, but, 
like his speech on the, tariff bill, full of highly inte- 
resting information, and will be read with the same 
attention. We propose to publish it in our next; 
and, as observed in regard to liis speech on the ta- 
riff, shall be pleased to see, and to publish also, 
what was said in opposition to it. We are pro- 
mised his remarks on the auction bill—and, when 
that is given, our readers will be possessed of a 
view of the whole principles on which the com- 
mittee of manufactures acted, as to the three lead- 
ing measures which they proposed. 





QPThe writer of an anonymous note signed 
«¢Amicus,” who seems to take to himself a consider- 
able degree of importance, is hereby informed, that 
the editor of the Rrersrrr, asto the subject refer- 
red to and onall others, will do just exactly what he 
himself shall believe to be right. ‘The manner of the 
communication forbids a more civil reply—though 
no other, in substance, would have been given, had 
that manner been less objectionable. 

“Amicus,” ITunderstand, means a friend. There 
is no friendship in anonymous letters. A friend 
will express his sentiments under hisown signature, 
or honestly communicate them face to face, unless 
alraid to avow or ashamed to adyocate them. 





OP To agents and subscribers. The present year’s 
business of the Reeister will expire on the last of 
Angust next. From the pressure of the times and 
general derangement of most men’s affairs, it never 
happened before that our own little matters were 
so much in arrears. We are willing to bear a 
full share of the common suffering, caused, in part, 
by the return to a wholesomecurrency, but more af- 
fected by the want of employ for demestic industry, 
though we have done all that we could to prevent 
the effects, irom eitker cause, from falling upon 
the people of the United States——yet we are en- 
during more than our share; and, without the least 
affectation, are severely put to it to keep ourselves 
square with our expenses—though the circulation 
of this paper isas greatly increased, and never was 
so prosperous as it appears now to be, Agents 
and subscribers are therefore respectfully invited to 
make an endeavor to have the old accounts closed 
before the new bills are issued—as well as to assist 
us in this time of our need, as to prevent an ac¢u- 
mulation of debts due. The bills of any specie- 
paying bank are receivedfor the Reeistrr. 





News! An original article respecting the Bri- 
tish settlement in Illinois, appeared in this paper 
of the 15th April last. It was transmitted therein 
to Kaskaskia, and there seems_to have been pub. 
lished as original on the 20th May. It has again 
returned to the Atlantic states, and is now going 
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| Don Onts, &e. We have been not a little amused, - 


though somewhat surprised, at the revival of a story 
which we thought had long since gone ‘to the tomb 
of the Capulets,’ with an abundance of similar things, 
made at its time, for similar purposes. We allude 
to the report that Don Onis, when he first came out 
to this country, was authorized to offer to the go- 
vernment of the United States, eight millions of 
dollars, to be applied to the indemnification of 
American sufferers by Spanish spoliations, provided 
he was received asa minister from Spain. 

If our memory serves us correctly, this matter 
was first agitated about ten years ago by a certain 
Mr. Liliott, now almost forgotten, but then making 
some noise in the world; first as a member of con- 
gress from the state of Vermont, and afterwards as 
the editor of anewspaper at Philadelphia, in which 
he promised to reveal mighty secrets of the pro- 
ceedings of government. He commenced a tre- 
mendous series of essays on “French influence,” 
which, fora time, were eagerly copied into perhaps, 
forty or fifty of our periodical publications—but he 
had exhausted the desire to read long before he 
got through with his introduction, and the re-pub- 
lication of his articles was universally abandoned, 
with mortification and regret that so much paper 
had been wasted for nothing. We believe that 
Mr. Elliott never quite finished his preliminary re- 
marks, though what he published would have made 
“a book as big a cheese”—he retired from the edi- 
torial chair, and has not been heard of since. 

The ‘National Gazette,’ of Wednesday last, gives 
an interesting retrospect of the state of Spain when 
Mr, Qnis was deputed by the Junta of Seville, (2 
year before the convocation of the cortes), asa mi- 
nister to the United States, and renders the tale 
ridiculous, even if Mr. O. was authorized to offer the 
eight millions. The Junta of Seville had no mone 
at its disposal; and could no more have bound the 
kingdom of Spain for the future payment of it, than 
the act of acongregation of patriotic individuals in 
any part of the United States, in the earliest stage 
of our revolution and anterior to the meeting of 
congress, could have bound the congress —as the 
representative of the nation. 

If we were amused with this story, we were per- 





fectly at a loss to conceive why it was revived, ex- 
ceptin a disapprobation of the Florida treaty. . But 
that treaty was almost universally satisfactory at the 
time it was made, and every one seemed to admire 
the sudgment and ability of the government, as 
dispiayed in the negociation.— Mr. Adams’ argu- 
ments were especially the subject of praise—all 
paid a willing homage to his talents. What was 
right then, is now to be considered as wrong, sim- 
ply because we have not land enough, and desire to 
add the extensive province of Texas, to a posses- 
sion of the Floridis’ When these are acquired, 
if the present disposition lasts, we may next sigh 
for Cuda, then for Mezxica, and desire to bound 
our empire by the Atlantic and Pacific, the great 
lakes and the gulf of Panama! © The idea of part- 
ing with any of the territory which we now have, is 
quite as tolerable as thus straining at the acquisi- 
tion of more, except the Floridas—which appear 
to be necessary to the safety and welfare of what 
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as to transfer a whole state to thé sovereignty ofa 
foreign power, however inadmissible the idea is, 
would eveniwally be no more injurious to the wel- 
fare of the rest of the union, than an extension of 
our territory equal to the wishes of some. Indeed, 
we have land enough—as great a variety of soil and 
chmate, and as great a diversity of interesis and 
opinions, too, perhaps, as can be well governed by 
general laws. 





«¢ PRINCIPLES AND ACTS OF THE REVOLUTION.” The 
frequent enquiries recently made for this work, 
now in, the press of the editor of the Reeister, 
induce us to repeat the notification, that it is pro- 
ceeding to a conclusion as rapidly as the nature of 
things will admit of—it is two thirds done, and the 
rest of the copy nearly prepared. 

The labor of collecting materials for this heavy 
volume has been much greater than was anticipat- 
ed, and their quality is not so extensively of the 
character desired, as we hoped that it would be— 
yet the editor is flattered with a belief that he will 
present a work to his countrymen to which they 
may refer for ‘and-marks, on most questions apper- 
taining to the practice and principle of the repub- 
lican virtues; and it will also rescue from oblivion 
many curious historical facts SY he 

In the present advanced state of this collection, 
we think that we can verture to.promise its publi- 
cation in less than three months—We are very 
anxious to get it out, that our expenses may be 
reimbursed; and that they will be, seems evident 
from the fact, that not more than 150 or 200 copies, 
of an edition of 1500, remain unengaged. 





' American atTias, We have recently received 
two numbers of a work which we feel no small 
degree of pride in acknowledging to be American 
—the large and elegant Atlas, now publishing by 
Messrs. Tanner, Vallance, Kearny and Co. engravers 
of Philadelphia. It will contain in all, twenty-ove 
sheets, 25 by 22 inches, drawn with great apparent 
care with regard to the most authentic discoveries, 
and beautifully colored: thus arranged—the World, 
America, Europe, Asia, Africa, one sheet each; 
North America, four; South America, two; and the 
the United States will be comprised in nine sheets, 
all drawn upon the same scale and handsomely 
arranged. The whole will be completed in five 
numbers, conveniently done up for use, as six dol- 
lars per number~single maps may be had at $2 
each sheet. 

We do not know what degree of encouragement 
these accomplished artists have received, to aid 
them in this great undertaking; but, froma careful 
examination of the manner in which they have thus 

far executed it, they deserve support from all de- 
sirous to ascertain the geography of their own coun- 
try, or to sountenance the perfection of the use- 
eful and elegant art of engraving, athome. Every 
gentleman who has seen our numbers has expres- 
sed something like a surprise at their masterly exe- 
eution—as if stich things could not be done ‘on 
this side of the water.” But it appears to us, that 
these maps may be advantageously compared, as to 
workmanship, with any that we have seen from 
Europe; and, asto our own country, they have the 
very important advantage of being more accurate. 





Smatz cuaneE.—The following notice is from the 
mint of the United States: ‘ 

«In order to disseminate small change as exten- 
sively as possible, through the different parts of the 
United States, the minz, in Philadelphia, will deli- 
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ver, on account of the bank of the United States 
silver dismes, [ten cent pieces,] to any moderate 
amount; say, for the present, not exceeding 5y0 
dollars, in exchange for an equal amouiut in silver 
bullion, or in any foreign silver coins. 

«Cents still continue to be delivered, to any de- 
sirable amount, in exchange for an equal amount in 
Specie, or igany paper receivable at the bank of 
the United States.” jek 

a7 The small silver Change at present used in 
the United States, almost exclusiveiy consists of 54 
and 124 cent pieces, the 16th and 8th parts of a 
dollar, of Spanish coinage; and to these the price 
of commodities is every where accommodated. It 
is a work of great time and labor to alter the cur- 
rency of a country thus established, especially 
while the small pieces continue abundant, which 
those alluded to are and are likely to remain so, 
not being objects for exportation. It is ardently 


to be wished that they should be susperceded by 


our dismes and half dismes, and that the prices of 
small articles were generally regulated by them. 
But this cannot be expected for a long time; and, in 
the present state of things, will not be brought 
about except by the issue of such a guantity, at 
once, of our minor silver coins, as will orerwhelm 
the foreign pieces and drive them from the common 
circulation. Until such a quantity is provided, it 
appears to us that the public convenience is ra- 
ther injured than promoted by the isssue of these 
pieces. If there were enough of them to supply our 
wants, the banks, by retaining the foreign coins to 
meet wanien or veratious runs upon them for spe+ 
cie, might and would do much to give them cur. 
rency, as well from principle as from interest. 





Groneta BANKS. In the Reersrer of the Sd inst. 
we noticed an article, published in a southern pa- 
per, stating that the office of the bank of the U. 
States, at Savannah, had caused certain of the notes 
of the state banks to be protested, &c. 

The papers of that city have made a statement of 
the case—it is said that the office “continues to re- 
ceive and pay out the bills of the local banks, and 
to discount on the faith of those bills’—which they 
receive and accumulate by the public deposites 
to so large an amount, as to cease to issue any of 
their own notes, and thus relieve the branch of all 
responsibility to pay specie, &c. That, so circum- 
stanced, the office demanded dai/y cash settlements; 
“which is the only mode of settlement yet propos- 
ed by that office,” and this the local banks thought 
they ought to refuse to accede to. It is added, 
that the state banks “have not enough of their bills 
in circulation” for the ordinary purposes of busi- 
ness; “that they are perfectly and far within their 
limits,” and that they pay specie for their notes te 
individuals. 

The editor of the Savannah Republican says, that 
the «moral energies of the people must be brought 
into operation against the bank.” That «the states 
must take a stand against a corporation which is 
endeavoring to prostrate state institutions, rising 
above taxation, and influencing even the national 
government. If this is not done, our state sove- 
reignty is at an end, which ought never to be given 
up.” 

Yea—if the bank of the United States had not 
been so crippled on its outset by speculators, we 
should already have felt its power every where ir 
a way that as yet we know nothing of: and I am 
sometimes almost ready to consider it as.a providen- 
tial act, that it was so conducted as to lose the con- 
fidence of the people, and impair its means of di- 
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recting all to bow down to it, just after it started. 
If it had been managed with its present apparent 
care, its power would have been paramount over 
all the dealing classes by this time; and, in a man- 
ner, have assessed the value of every man’s pro- 
perty. Ifthe’ bank shall, as we think that it soon 
may, withdraw some of its badly located branches 
and issue no notes but such as are payable at Phila- 
delphia, the state banks, in general, will be little 
more than jackalls for it--provided the revenue of 
the United States shall rise to any thing like what} 
it has been, or even continue as at present. 
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Case or Tar Irresitiste. Ferguson and Denny 
were very lately executed at Baltimore for the 
crime of piracy, in carrying off the Irresistible, &c. 
From a representation of the case made at the time, 
we thought that those persons were about to suf- 
fer uunecessarily;—others of the crew are yet in 
confinement here under sentence of death, and 
sixteen more are similarly situated at Richmond, 
some of whom will probably suffer on the gallows. 

A powerful writer in the Richmond papers, 
pleading for the pardon of the men condemned 
there, in an address to the president of the United 
States, gives some interesting statements of the 
case, which, agreeing exactly with what we had 
hitherto heard of the matter, 1s briefly as fol- 
lows: It is chiefly bottomed on the testimony 
of a certain James A. Black, one of the principals, 
but who turned “states’ evidence,” and saved 
himself. 

These men were shipped at Norfolk, on board 
the Creola, under the Buenos Ayrean flag, for a 
truise of three months—butthey were carried di- 
rect to Margaritta as recruits for admiral Brion— 
being fairly kidnapped. When they arrived at 
that island, bread and water in the dungeons of 
the castle or the yard arm, on one hand,—and 
their service under Brion, on the other, was tender- 
ed tothem. They had been deceived, were sick 
of the service, and resolvedto return to the United 
States, if they could. The brig Irresistible'was then 
ving inthe harbor of Margaritta under the flag of 
vJIrigas, with whom Buenos Ayres was at war--they 
rose upon the officers of the Creola, and, if lawfully 
sailing underthe Buenos Ayrean flag, lawfully board- 
ed and captured the Irresistible, except in the act 
of victating the neutrality of the port, and carried 
her off, after some opposition, but without injuring, 
or designing to injure, any one—all of her crew 
that wished to be put on shore being peaceably re- 
leased, with all their property then board of the 
vessel. ‘They shaped their course for the United 
States—but this Black, having a commission as 
lieutenant in the navy of Buenos Ayres, wished to 
make his fortune out of it, and to cruise a while in 
the West Indies. By persuasion and threats, and 
from the heteregeneous mixture of the crew, he 
prevailed upon a majority of them to give a partial 
assent to his scheme. They boarded about thirty 
vessels and treated them all well, except a tru/y | 
piratical vessel, whose means of annoyance they 
destroyed and from whom they took some jewels: 
and money, supposed to be plundered—a Spanish 
brig, from which they took about 3,700 dollars, 
leaving a valuable cargo of dry goods untouched— 
and one American schooner, from which they car- 
ried away what seemed evidently to be Spanish pro- 
perty. All else were used in the most respectful 


manner; and, at the request of the commander of 
the brig Commodore Hull, of Boston, they convoyed 


ous. They supplied several vessels with provisions, 
and purchased of others what they wanted, which 
they fairly paid for. Still anxious to return to the 
United States, Black was deposed from his com- 
mand as first lieutenant and put under arrest, and 
then they sailed direct for the Chesapeake, in which 
they arrived without much apprehension that they 
had done wrong, and proceeded to get on shore, 
leaving the brig for the benefit of the concerned. 
It does not appear from the testimony offered, that 
they committed aay other act of violence than those 
above stated: they personally injured no one, they 
treated many kindly, or at least politely—their 
great object was to get back to the United States; 
and, in their circumstances, they thought it legal 
for them to capture the Irresistible to accomplish 
their purpose. 

Suéh, we believe, is a fair statement of the case 
for which Ferguson and Denny have been hung, 
and between twenty and thirty others stand con- 
demned to death. ‘heir. acts were pirdicy, no 
doubt; but less so than many committed which are 
sanctioned by the laws. Treated as they appear to 
have been—trepannecd and sold to a foreign service 
without their consent, they stand justified in the 

eizure of the Artigan vessel Irresistible, their 

enemy, to make their escape from a detested ser- 
vitude; and if they had destroyed those who thus 
treated them, they might still have been justified: 
but they used them with all gentleness’ consistent 
with the object that they had in view.. After getting 
quiet possession, they certainly did wrong in cruis- 
ing on their own account, contrary to their original 
intention, and, very probably, in opposition to the 
secret wishes of a large majority-—but who thought 
it better to give way, for atime, than hazard the 
grand object of their enterprize—a return from 
whence they came. And, at last, they succeeded in 
this, with as small an exercise of the power which 
they possessed as could be expected of men so cir- 
cumstanced: they were numerous, and had the com- 
mand of a vessel super-excellently fitted for priva- 
teer-ng or piracy. No act of crurlty marked their 
progress —they were pirates, itis true, by their acts, 
but not so in their motives; and there is an im- 
mnense distinction between them and those who are 
to be hung at Boston for that offence, as described 
in the address of judge S/ory to them, inserted be- 
low. .Certainly, no man of spirit, situated as those 
men seem to have been, would have hesitated as 
to the seizure of the Irresistible. If what is unt- 
formly stated is true, I should have thought it a vir- 
tue to have been at the head of that énterprize and 
for such an object, if I had been weak enough to 
have suffered myself to be seduced into the service 
that they were. Their subsequent acts are easily 
palliated; and we trust that mercy will be extended 
tothem—enough has been done for the sake of ex- 
ample. Ferguson, the captain, and Denny, the 
2nd lieutenant, have died on the scaffold. 

Extract from the address of Judge Story, one of the 
judges of the supreme court of the United States, to 
cerlain persons convicted, at Boston, of piracy—they 
had previously mutinied and murdered their officers: 
“Yhere is then nothing 77 point ef law in your case, 

which entitles you to the favorable consideration of 

the court, and there is nothing, absolutely viothing 

—in point of fact, so far as is known to us, to call 

forth the publie mercy for your succour or pardon. 

You had no excuse for your inhuman butcheries. 

There was not even the pretence of irritated pas- 

sions to soften the deep maligmty of the scene. 





him round a certain point of the island of Hayti, 
where picaroon pirates were exceedingly danger- 





it wasa mild summer evening, the close of a day 
of pleasure and festivity, eonsecrated to hberty and 
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independence. Your officers were already retired 


to repose. One sleeping on deck, the other in his 
cabin. ‘The time was fast approaching to midnight. 
One would have thought that the coolness and tran- 
guility of the scene, might have awakened other 
thoughts than deeds oi darkness. Yet you chose 
this as the time of your detestable plot. You seiz- 
ed one of your oificers by surprise, in sleep, and 
threw him into the sea. His cries called up the 
captain, and he too, was instantly pushed overboard. 
He caught hold of the main boom guy, and strug 
gled to save himself trom destruction, During ten 
agonizing minutes, he remained suspended _ there, 
grapphng for hfe and entreating mercy. Did your 
heart relent on this occasion? It was a moment for 
repentance, for submission, for humanity, for mer- 
cy—Did you listen to the appeals of conscience? to 
the pleadings of the miserable wretch just sinking 
into eternity, and looking round for the last hope 
of safety? No—no. ‘here was nomercy there.— 
You stabbed him with many a wound, till exhaust- 
ed with fatigue and loss of blood, he seemed ready 
to full, adving, fainting victim—You then cut away 
the rope, his jast fecble hold on life. He dropped 
—i he ocean threw its dark waves over him, and he 
was gone forever. He was sent to his final ac- 





Served in our last, we easily believe the history of 
this wretch’s proceedings, from a perfect satisfac- 
tion of the truth that others have been employed by 
the British government for similar purposes, We are 
surprised, however, that a person of ‘Thistlewood’s 
penetration and knowledge of the prevailing espoin- 
age, should have become the dupe of this man, who 
was evidently at the head of the conspiracy, and 
had several sub-agents to bring in recruits and 
urge on the affair to that point from which escape 
was hopeless! Thistlewood, it appears, contemplat- 
ed a dark design, and was prepared to enter upon 
almost any desperate purpose; but Shelton, Ings, 
Brunt, Wilson, Harrison, and perhaps others, seem 
to have been enlisted by the government officer! 
The narrative of poor Gilchrist is exceedingly af- 
fecting—this wretched man honestly sought bread 
and became guilty of high treason! 

There is no manner of doubt, in my mind, that 
lord Sidmouth was daily apprized of the proceed- 
ings of Ais conspirators, until the agent had worked 
them up to that condition which the Jaw officers of 
the crown, perhaps, gave it as their opinion would 
amount to high treason--yet hew this miserable 
affair can be made out as levying war against the 
king, we are yet to be informed. When they arriv- 


count without preparation and without warning. ; ed at that point, they were arrested, and the thing 


It was a most cruel, and ferocious, and unnatural; 


murder. Yet it stood not alone. 


Jess agonizing——his shrieks were heard on the deso- 
Inte ocean, and then, in a moment, all was silence, 
deep and dreary and fearful.” 


op After the preceding had been prepared for | 


press, we received the following —*We understand, midate others by the example— to shew the extent 


that two out of the sixteen seamen, of the lrresisti- 
ble privateer, lately condemned to death for piracy, 
by the circuit court of the United States, at Rich- 
mond, have been pardoned by the president of the 
United States, and that the execution of the sen- 
tence of the remaining fourtcen, has been suspend- 
ed. This mitigation is highly gratifying: their case 
isa very hard one.”’— Wash. City Gaz. 





‘THE CATO STREET CONSPIRATORS.” According to 
romise, we now publish, in the supplement, the 


“speeches, &c. of Thistlewood and others, prece- 


dent to the passing of judgment upon them. Se- 
veral parts are, however, left out, which, perhaps, 
it might have been construed into treason to have 
published in England. For an account of the exe- 
cution of these men, see page 283. 

There is a/aw maxim, we believe, of this amount 
—that the testimony ofa convicted person is not to 
be accepted; but what may be law is not always 
justice, and a man cag tell the truth just as well 
after conviction as before it. The rule, however, 
ought to be observed, that what such a person says 
should be received with greater caution. 

The narrative of Thistlewood has so many and 
such strong internal evidences of its truth, that we 
eannot help giving much credit to it—especially 
when he speaks of the spy, Edwards.* And, &s ob- 





*In the house of commons, on the 3d of May, 
alderman Wood gave notice, that on Tuesday next 
he would move forthe appointment of a secret com- 
mittee to examine witnesses on various charges 
against a person of the name of George Edwards. 
He added, that he understood this individual was 
about to leave the country; and he had thought it 


‘right, therefore, to senda letter to the secretary 








noised abroad as a most horrible matter, just then 


The transition | and providentially discovered, to save the lives of the 
of the mate from sleep to death, though more sud- | 
den, and jess terrific in its circumstances, was no! 


ministers! What sort of morality is it that governs, 
when such measures are resorted to? 

It may be asked—why should the ministers have 
patronized a plot which had for its avowed object 
their own assassination? The answer seems easy— 
perhaps, to relieve themselves of the fear of such a 
plot—to get rid of some desperate spirits and inti- 


of their spy-system and keep the disaffected in 
dread—to strengthen their own power. 

There is nothing new in this. In the French 
police, before the revolution, the system was per- 
fected—not so much for political purposes as to 
support certain men in power and gratify private 
revenge. Whether aman went toachurch, a hotel 
or a brothel;—whether he mixed with a scciety 
that appeared the most religious or most fashiona- 
vle—the most profane or the most beggarly, he 
had always reason to believe that a spy might be 
athiselbow. The priest at the altar, the landlord 
at his table, or the wanton in his arms, might equal- 
ly be an agent for the preservation of “order and 
good government!” Similar systems, more or less 
perfect, prevail in almost every monarchical go- 
vernment—and are a part of the machinery that is 
to keep them a-going. In Ireland, during what is 
called the rebellion there, the principle was great- 
ly extended. It was necessary that some should 
be brought before a court of law anterior to putting 
them to death, though thousands were dismissed te 
the other world without this ceremony—and per- 
sons were hired by the year to give testimony 
against suspected or offensive individuals, that they 
might be murdered according to the law. And 
in England, during the late disturbances, it is noto- 
rious that not a few of the leaders of the mobs, the 
captains-general of riot and confusion, were in the 
pay of the government; and they induced many to 
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of state for the home department, in order that he 
might ke prevented from so doing. 

Mr. Brougham said—*“As long as such men as 
Thistlewood existed in the world, government was 
not only justified but called upon to employ sucha 
spy as Edwards,” &c, : 
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commit acts which the law considers as ofthe most 
heinous nature, and which, in numerous cases, sub- 
jected them to the loss of life orhberty. Example 
is contagious—men in all nations and in every age, 
have frequently prescribed to themselves certain 
Jimits not to be transcended, which they have pas- 
sed over in a fit of enthusiasm, or because they 
would not be thought fearful or unwilling to do 
what others did; but which they would not have had 
an idea of doing, except for the example set before 
them. Almost every man has experienced some- 
thing of this: it requires more philosophy and self- 
denial than most of us can boast of, to resist the 
force of example in our neighbors and associates, 
and especially so under political excitements. It is 
the spirit of emulation and leads on to good or bad, 
as it is directed by those whose opinions and pro- 
ceedings we are accustomed to respect. How cru- 
el then is it to give this noble principle a course that 
leads to the dungeon or the gallows—to act in the 
very reverse of the invaluable petition in the 
LorD’s prayer, “lead us not into temptation, but deli- 
ver us from evi!?”” 
Great efforts are made in the British ministerial 
papers to blacken the character of Thistlewood 
and his associates, that the credulous may rejoice 
at the preservation of lord Sidmouth and the rest. 
One of them, before their arrest, on being told that 
the ministers were to assemble at a certain place [as 
they frequently did] is said to have exclaimed, “1’1! 
bed d if I don’t believe there is a God—I have 
often prayed [to whom?] that these thieves might 
be together,” &c. There is an evident falsity in 
this; and no man livesin what is called the civilized 
world who doubts the existence of a God. Auo- 
ther paper makes them out to be “deiets, who have 
no faith in the merits of our Saviour,” and to reject 
the spiritual consolation of the chaplain. Itis like 
enough that they rejected his company, considering 
him as a part of the machinery of the government, 
which they are charged with having designed to 
slestrov. 
The British kingdoms are filled with spies and 
informers. Their employment has been broadly 
vindicated in parliament, and their proceedings jus- 
tified in that body. One of the most valuable and 
discreet men that I know (except on account of 
his political feelings, which seem to run riot in favor 
of the British and in opposition to the institutions of 
his own country, because, perhaps, his living has so 
long depended upon his connection with the foreign 
nation), has frequently told me that, when in Eng- 
Jand, strangers oftentimes thrust themselves into 
his company, and introduced political discussions, 
in which they were most vehement against the go- 
vernment, with the view, as he believed, of leading 
him into similar expressions, or at least of worming 
eut his opinions—and it seemed to him that they 
must have réceived a sort of head-money or blood 
moncy, for the zeal and impudence with which they 
labored in their vocation. And, such is the per- 
versity of the human mind, that this gentleman, 
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of them, by a member of congress in His place 
that the people might be worked up tothe war. 
point, and give their unreserved confidence to the 
party then in power. And ten years after these, 
the editor of a newspaper who was subsequently 
appointed ascnator in congress, solemnly and re- 
peatedly proclaimed, that the subjugation of this 
country was designed of by afew poor Frenchmen, 
pretending to be dancing masters and barbers, anc 
actually following those professions, who were to 
be embodied to conquer America! To be sure, 
most persons laughed at the miserable tale, but it 
was really believed by some—and, when an unfor- 
tunate Freuchman (who by the vicissitudes of his 
life, was forced to turn the accomplishments of his 
youth into the means of scraping together the 
means of subsistence), was seen with a fiddlé under 
his arm, there were not wanting old women who 
believed that it must needs be filled with sharp 
knives to cut people’s throats! Thank heaven, the 
day of these things has passed away and more libe- 
ral ideas prevail. But it may do good if they are 
sometimes brought to recollection. 

T6 conclude: [have little commisseration for This- 
tlewood—he contemplated crimes against which 
every principle within me revolts, and, perhaps, it 
is well that he has been removed from amongst 
men; but the mode and manner of it seems very 
objectionable—and it appears that the most of these 
associated with him, were pure victims to the terri. 
ble policy of the government. 

But what is this policy to US? A great deal. 
Britain is the country of our ancestors, and has an 
excessive infitience over our morals and habits. 
We see to what a noble people may be reduced by 
a bad government, and to what desperate remedies 
that government may resort to maintain itself against 
a starving populace—and in them discover new in- 
ducements to cleave to the letter and the epirit of 
our own political institutions, which are capable of 
affording, and if rightly administered, would afford, 
to us all the blessings that can appertain to us as 
human creatures. 

The present condition of Great Britain, is thus 
eloquently described by Mr. Walsh, editor of the 
«National Gazette:” 

“What must be the state of the earth at large, 
if Great Britain with an eighth of her whole popu- 
lation public paupers; with rates of labor lower 
than the cost of the most scanty subsistence for the 
individual workman; with an agerregate amount of 
public burdens not less than one “hundred and six 
millions sterling, while the tota! of her private in- 
come amounts to three hundred and fifty milhons 
at most; with a deficit in her finances for the year 
1819, of thirteen millions; with a public debt of 
clear seven hundred miilions, paying an interest of 
thirty-two millions; with her soil, as lord Gren- 
ville said in his speech of November 30, 1819, «de- 
luged with blasphemy and sedition;” with every 
article of food which she consumes, drugged and 
adulterated, and that “by gencrally creditable and 
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thus feloniously intruded upon, though he sincerely 
rejoices at the downfall of the Spanish inquisition, 
justifies the right and necessity of the spy-system 
in England, as founded upon the state of the times! 

Nor are we inthe United States, destitute of those 


who have tried their hand at the manufactory of 


plots and conspiracies. In 1798 or ’99, we:had a 
pretty considerable batch of them, among which 
were the tub plot and the tailor’s plot—ridiculous 
enough, in all conscience, but calculated to have 
considerable effect at a distance from their location; 


wealthy individuals;” with a domestic standing ar. 
my of more than fifty thousand men, “to induce 
her subjects to obey the laws;” with unceasing an‘ 
sanguinary popular tumults; with overflowing jails, 
hulks, and Botany Bays;—with high treason and 
foul murder as the almost invariable chorus of her 
press;—exhibiting, tn a short, a perpetual scuffle 
between government and people; a wide spreact 
contrast of the most excessive luxury and aristocra- 
tic pride, with the most squalid wretchedness and 
abject debasement, we ask what must be the state 





and there was a great speech made abont some 


of the rest of the earth, if Great Britain, with all 
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this, enjoys more prosperity and happiness than any 
olier nation of the world?—falluding to the closing 
S.nmience of the king’s speech, which declares that 
the British nation enjoys “a larger share of pracii- 
cul Gberty, as well as of prosperity and happiness, 
tiaa has fallen to the lot of any nation inthe world.”’] 
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The Slave 'T'rade. 


We have briefly noticed the arrival of four ves- 
sels at New-York, which were captured on the 
coast of Africa, by the United States’ ship Cyane, 
captain ‘Trenchard, and sent in for adjudication, as 
being mericun property; and that captain T. had 
captured six otliers which were so well secured by 
false oaths and false papers, that he thought it ex- 
pedient to letihem go. ‘The names of the vessels 
sent in are, the Platisburg, Endymion, Esperanza 
and Science.. We learn turther, that the British 
brig ‘Chistle, had captured three vessels belonging 
to Bristol, R. L. one of which, is the brig Rambler, 
and sent them to Sierra Leone; and that similar 
prizes almost daily arrived at that port, where the 
vessels arc condemned and their cargocs emanci- 
pated. [t is believed that there are about two 
Aundied slave ships on the coast, chiefly under the 
Spanish flag, but in a great part owned and manned 
by the British, French and Americans. The latter 
are less extensively engaged in this accursed trade, 
perhaps, than.the British; but there are not many 
of our principal ports at which there is not resident 
a few unprincipled persons who lend their capital 
to carry on this infernal business, so prodigal of 
murder, and so repugnant to every thing that is 
honest or hionorable. 

When the Cyane was left, she was in chase of a 
smull vesse! called the Colodero— but it was feared 
she would escape by superior sailing. <A patriot 
privatecr, with two ‘slave ships her prizes; were 
recently detained by the British ship Myrmidon; 
but a compromise was effected, and the privateer 
yeleased, on giving up her prizes. The ship Nova 
Felicidade was captured by the sloop of war Phea- 
sant and sent to Sierra Leone: the state of the 
cargo is thus described by the captain of the latter 
vessel: 

«J do further declare, that the state.in which 
those unfortunate creatures were found, isshocking 
to .every principle of humanity,—seventeen men 
shackled together in pairs by the legs, and twenty 
boys, were on the other side in the main hold, a 
spdce measuring eighteen feet in length, seven 
feet eight inches in main breadth, and one foot 
eight inches in height, and under them the yams 
for their support. One of these unfortunate crea- 
tures was in the last state of dysentary, whose 
nutural evacuations ran involuntarily from him 
amongst those yams, creating an effluvia too shock- 
ing for description. On their being released from 
irons, thcir appearance was most distressing— 
scarcely one of them could stand on his legs, from 
cramp and evident starvation. The space allowed 
for the females, thirty-four in number, was even 
more contracted than that for the men, measuring 
only nine feet four inches in length, four feet eight 
inches in main breadth, and two feet seven inches 
in height; but net being confined in irons, and 
perhaps allowed during the day to come on deck, 


they did not present so distressing an appearance |, 


as the men.” 
The only power which now sanctions the slave 
trade withits flag, is Portuga/. By the treaty form- 





ed between Great Britain and Spain, on the 23d 
Scptember, 1817, the latier agreed to prohibit this | 


trade after the SOth of May, 1820, in consideration 
of the sum of 400,000/. paid by the former Though. 
the disinterestedness of the British government, in 
its endeavors to abolish the slave trade, (their own 
colonies being sufficiently full), has been mucia 
doubted;—we are disposed to approbate and sup- 
port her measures in respect to it, and to hope that 
she will appropriate a larger portion of her im- 
mense naval means to annihilate it altogether; and 
are sincerely glad that the United States has inter- 
fered and lent some aid to effect it. We hope that 
at least one fast-sailing vessel of war will always. 
ve kept cruizing on the African coast, and that all 
our frigates and lesser ships, bound to or from Eu. 
rope or the Mediterranean, except when despatch 
is important, will be ordered to sweep the coast 
and support the majesty of the laws, by bringing 
the man-stealers to their penalty. . 

By the act of cungress, passed at the late session, 
and inserted in the present volume of the Rue1s- 
TER, page 236, the punishment of death is to be 
inflicted on such of our citizens as are found to be 
engaged in this traffic, and the law appears to be 
so carefully worded as to make escape very diifi- 
cult to those caught in the fact. But another sec- 
tion is wanting to this law, which should, in like. 
manner, have affected those of our citizens who fit. 
out the vessels, or supply the capital for the trade; 
for they, indeed, are the principals. It is true, that, 
by superior address and cunning, false oaths and 
false papers, these might frequently escape, for the 
proof of their crime could not be easily obtained; 
yet the conviction of one great merchant and his 
consequent execution, could do more as an exam., 
ple than the suffering’ of a dozen thoughtless, 
friendless and deceived sailors—who, passing to 
and fro and without a steady home any where, 
would hardly seem to leave a blank in society, 
ihe other, perchance, fills a large space in a com. 
munity, keeps the best company, gives splendid 
dinner parties and balls—is a bank director, per- 
haps, and a member of sundry Aumane and relizi- 
ous societies;—and jis punishment would be a glo- 
rious act of justice: it would be remembered for 
many years, and cause others to calculate the hazard 
at which their unhallowed wealth is acquired. A 
regard to their offspring, too, would have a power- 
fel operation on their minds. ‘They would imagine 
that it might be said of their children—“they are 
worth so and so, which their father made by steal- 
ing negroes, for which he was hung;” and this would 
drive them out of every thing like decent society, 
though they themselves might be guiltless 

{ always wish to be understood as deliberately 
opposed to capital punishments, except, perhaps, 
for the crime of treason in war, and for cold, cal- 
culating murder, and for manstealing-- whether by 
impressment on the high seas, kidnapping’ at home, 
or the slave trade abroad ‘The first and the last 
of these involve in themselves the rank offence of 
murder, in addition to the other outrages that pri- 
marily belong to them; and the latter is also a crime 
against posterity, by laying the foundation for such 
scenes as have been exhibited in Hispaniola; and 
which must be anticipated in other places, as the 
natural, irremediable consequences of the trace, 
Impressment and the slave trade are murderous, for 
these manifest reasons—that persons are thereby 
forced into conditions fatal to life, and by which 
great multitudes perish. It is admitted, that a per- 
son may be rightfully compelled to bear arms in de- 
fence of hisown country; butif coerced to do so in 
suppart of the wars of another, and he falls by bat- 
tle or the diseases incident to his involuntary situa; 
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tion, he is as completely murdered, in the eye of 
justice, as if those who seized upon him had, with- 
out provocation, blown out his brains with a pistol. 
And, in the slave trade, it is estimated that about 
one third of the cargoes die off; as may well be 
expected from the condition in which the poor 
wretches were stowed in the Nova Felicidade, as 
described above. ‘the owner of a vessel, then, 
fitted to bring 300 slaves from Africa, coldly re- 
golves that he will, murder one hundred persons 
who never offended him, that he may make a profit 
on the sale of two hundred pthers, wrested by the 
hand of violence from their homes to curse some 
other country by their presence. The fact is—we 
must punish some of these mammoth murderers, 
and so put a stop to a trade which prostrates every 
principle of the law of Gop and man, whether it 
vélates to the present happiness or future repose of 
nations, and countries, and persons. , 

I apprehend that there is an immense difference 
between those who hold slaves, and such as intro. 
duce them from Africa.* ‘The first isan evil not of 
our own making, and which the wisest heads and 
best hearts have not as yet discovered any practi- 
cable plan to relieve us of— but the other is a volun- 
tary affair, without the shadow of an excuse to 
palliate it, and as sincerely deprecated in one part 
of the union as the other. And it is believed, that 
fur the greater part, perhaps nine-tenths of the 
supposed American vessels engaged in this traffic, 
except those presumed to be owned in Baltimore, 
belong to the non-slaveholding states !f 

It is exceedingly to be regretted that eight or 
ten, or perhapsa less number of unfeeling men in a 
great city, should have the power to spread their 
own character over a whole community: but so it 
will be until the public indignation shall drag them 
forth, and fix them up as objects “for scorn to point 
her slow unmoving finger at.” 

acPBy another arrival from the. coast of Africa, 
we learn that a swift sailing schooner has been 
purchased as a tender to the Cyane, and manned 
and armed to assist in protecting the new colony 
just forming for our liberated blacks, and for in- 
tercepting vessels engaged in the slave trade. The 
colony is to be established in the neighborhood of 
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*I make this remark because I have seen some 
observations on the subject which I consider as 
exceedingly ungenerous and unjust—calculated to 
do harm rather than to answer any good purpose to 
the cause of emancipation. 

tJudge Jackson, of the western circuit of Vir- 
ginia, ina late charge the grand jury, said—“The 
poor African is stimulated by them [those who car- 
ry on the slave trade] to the perpetration of the 
blackest crimes, in orderthat he may furnish fresh 
subjects for the insatiable cupidity of his employ- 
ers. The disgrace and criminality of this traffic 
have not been sufficient to deter some of those 
claiming the protection of the American flag and 
the rights of citizenship, from engaging in it. It 
is, however, gratifying to believe that the citizens 
of Virginia, where domestic slavery is authorized, 
regarding its existence as an evil which they have 
not been able to devise the means of abolishing, 
hold in proper abhorrence every effort to increase 
that great moral and political calamity; and that 
they have not been partakers of the crimes so often 
imputed to citizens of other states, where slavery 
does not exist, and is held in the greatest detesta- 
lion. It is your duty, nevertheless, to enquire, and 
diligently enquire, whether any such offenders are 
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the island of Sherbro’—the country is said be bcau- 

tiful and healthy, having also a good harbor. 

The preceding was written for last week’s Rr- 

GISTER, Since then, we are grateful to be inform. 

ed, by the Georgetown Messenger, that other ves- 

sels of the United States wiil be despatched to 

assist the Cyane, in her present most honorable 

employment. .he Hornet sloop of war, sailed 

from New: York on the 9th inst. on this service. We 
have also the fullowing account of the proceedings 
on the persons sentjhome in the vessels captured 
by the Cyane, inthe New-York National Advocate, 
of the 10th inst. as‘follows: 

“Some days since were brought before Mr. jus- 
tice Livingston, several persons who had been 
taken by the sloop of war Cyane, from on board 
of the American schooner. Science, and some other 
vessels, on the coast of Africa, which vesseis are 
alleged to have been ethployed at the time in car- 
rying on a traffic in slaves, contrary to the laws of 
the United States. 

‘Mr. Wells and Mr. Blake moved for the dis- 
charge of some of them, on the ground that at the 
time of their being taken out of these vessels, it 
did not appear that there were any slaves on board, 
so that they could not, in the words of the act, be 
said to be employed “in the transportation or car- 
rying of slaves from one foreign country, or place, 
io another.” 

Judge Livingston decided, that as the vessels 
appeared to have been fitted out for the slave 
trade, and were employed thereim, when these 
men were found serving on board, their case was 
embraced either by the 2d or 3d section of the act 
of congress, which was passed on this subyect the 
10th ot May, 1800, although no negroes or slaves 
were on board at the time. He accordingly com. 
mitted all who were citizens of the United states, 
or were residents thereof at the time »f fitting ont 
these vessels, to the city prison, (excepting one 
who was'.dmitted to bail,) to take their trial at the 
next circuit court of the United States to be held 
in this city. 

Since the commitment of these men, we under. 
stand that a merchant of this city, and a citizen of 
the United States, was taken before judge Livings- 
ton, On a warrant issued by him, on a charge of fit- 
ting out in this city, in the month of December 
last, the abovementioned schooner Scienc@, for the 
purpose of her being employed in this trade. This 
gentleman was bound over to take his trial at the 
same time. 

It is said that a special court will be appointed 
for the trial of these men. 

Those who were brought before the judge, and 
appeared to be subjects of other powers, and never 
to have resided in the United States, were discharg- 
ed, it being his opinion, that theircase was not in- 
cluded in any of the laws which had been passed 
for the prohibition of this trade.” | 
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American prisoners In Spain. 


It gives us great pleasure to lay before our rea- 
ders a late correspondence between Mr. Forsyth, 
our minister at Madrid, and don Juan Jabat, acting 
secretary of state for foreign affairs, in relation to 
citizens of the Unitcd States, who have been so 
long held in confinement in different portions cf 
the Spanish dominions, for political reasons—to 
which is added the translation of a royal decree 
for the immediate liberation ef all these prisoners 





Within this district.” 
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Mr, Forsyth, minister plenipotentiary of.the United 
States at Madrid, to Sr. don Juan Jabat, acting mi- 
mister of state for foreign affairs. 

é : Mavrip, March 31, 1820. 
Sin: On the 18th of May, 1819, I had the honor 
to transmit to the marquis de Casa Yrujo, ad inte- 
yim secretary of state, a despatch and representa- 
tion in behalf of some Americans confined at Mala- 

#a. On the 3ist of July, Lasked the attention of 

iis successor, Mr Salmon, to the same subject. On 

the 2ist Sept. I presented to the duke of San Fer- 
nando a statement, on the part of the American go- 
vernment, of all the persons, citizens of the United 

States, who were known to be in confinement in 

different portions of the Spanish dominions, with a 

list of their names. ‘Yo this list I requested that 

three other a, names might be added, by a 

note of the Sth October. ‘To neither of those se- 

yeral applications, have I received a reply. ‘The 
recent and very interesting events which have oc- 
curred here, lead meto hope that a recurrence to 
to this subject may be useful. Having been direct- 
ed by the president of the United States to use all 
the means in my power for the restoration of the 

Americans confined to their country and friends, I 

trust that } shall be excused for bringing into view 

a subject of apparently minor importance. I have 

been unofficially informed, that the Americans who 

were in confinement at Malaga have been liberated, 
whether by an order of this governnient or by the 
spontaneous generosity of the local atithorities, an. 

licipating the decision at Madrid, 1 know not. 1 

persuade myself, if his majesties attention should, 

in the midst of the weighty concerns that now 
eccupy his royal mind, be recalled to this subject, 
that the same liberal indulgence would be granted 
toall. A gencrous forgetfulness of past differences 
of opinion among Spaniards has been proclaimed 
and warmly recommended. I should fee! the most 
heartfelt satisfaction ifthe same magnanimous poli- 
cy should be extended to my suffering countrymen, 
without discrimination. ‘Chose who are innocent 
would receive it gratefully, since the culpable 
would pariake of its benefits. I forbear to dilate 
on this subject, referring you to what has been pre- 
viauslv addressed to your predecessors, contenting 
myself with repeating, that such an act would pro- 
duce the happiest effects on the future relations of 
Spain and the United States, two nations who have 
many common, few opposite interests, and who 
have, at this moment, inthe similarity and liberali- 
ty of their institutions, stronger inducements to 
draw near to each other, than any other two powers 
on the globe. 
I renew to you, sir, the offering of my most sin- 
cere respect and perfect consideration. 
JOHN FORSYTH. 
Translation of a letter of don Juan Jabat, acting 
minister of state for foreign affairs, at Madrid, to 
the minister plenipotentiary of the United States. 
Sir: T have the satisfaction to communicate to 
you, for the information of your government, that 
the king of the Spains, desirous to give to the 
United States of America continued proofs of his 
friendship for them, and of his wish to evince it 
more strongly, ata period when, by the principles 
of their respective governments, both people have 
more nearly approximated to each other, has re- 
solved to set at liberty all the Americans, of the 
United States, made prisoners withiathe dominions 
of Spain, for having taken part in the disturbances 
ot his American colonies. 


} this communication, has further charged me to ex- 
press his hope that this generous proceeding will 
be duly appreciated by your government; and the 
rather, when the injuries resulting to Spain, from 
a conduct so unjustifiable, are taken into consider- 
ation; and that it will, in future, exert its whole. 
authority and influence to suppress every hostile 
or piratical act derogatory to those principles of 
sound morality which should form the rule of con- 
duct of all nations governed, as in the case of Spain 
and the United States, by a constitution founded on 
wisdom and justice. ; 

I hereupon renew to you the_-assurance of my 
high respect, and I pray God long to preserve you, 

‘Madrid, 12th April, 1820. 

JUAN JABAT. 
TRANSLATION, } 

Copy of the decreeissued by his majesty for the libera- 
tion of euch Americans, of the United States, as have 
been made prisoners for taking part with the insur- 
gents in America, 

Most excellent sir: The king having been pleas- 
ed to issue an act of pardon and oblivion, is desir- 
ous of giving immediate effect to it by setting at 
liberty allsuch Americans, of the United States, as 
have been made prisoners within his dominions for 
having borne arms with the insurgents; for having 
acted as$pies; for having been arrested without the 
requisite passports; for having aided and abetted, 
directly or indirectly, the existing rebellion in his 
American possessions; and, in fine, allsuch as bave 
not committed the crimes of robbery and assassina- 
tion, or who are confined for just debts. Circular 
letters to this effect are to be immediately des- 
patched to all competent officers in America, in 
Spain, and in the garrisons abroad. 

All which I communicate by royal order, for 
your information, and to serve the needful purpo- 
ses. - God preserve you many years. 

JUAN JABAT. 

Palace, 12th April, 1820. 

Mr. Forsyth to seignior Don Juan Jabat. 
Maprip, ApPxrix 12, 1820, 

Str: I have had the honor to receive your ex- 
cellency’s note of this day’s date, giving me infor- 
mation that the king of the Spains had determined 
to liberate all the Americans, prisoners in the 
Spanish dominions, for having interfered in the 
disturbances with the Americans. I shall hasten 
to transmit this pleasing intelligence to the go- 
vernment of my country, who will find in it new 
motives to prevent all violations of that neutrality, 
within the strict limits of which it resolved to con- 
fine itself at the commencement of those distur- 
bances. It is with infinite pleasure I shall perform 
this duty, .as I well know this act of his catholic 
majesty will be highly grateful in itself to the Ame- 
rican government, and be considered as the pre- 
sage of future harmony between Spain and the 
United States—the evidence of the spirit of gener- 
ous friendship which is hereafter to animate and 
regulate the intercourse between them. I rejoice 
that the policy and the circumstances of his go- 
vernment have permitted the indulgence of his 
majesty’s benevolent disposition towards my suf- 
fering countrymen. 

I renew to your excellency the assurance of my 
high respect-and consideration. ' 

: JOHN FORSYTH. 
Mr, Forsyth to the consuls of the United States on the 
Mediterranean, in Spain. 

Maprtp, Aprit 15, 1820. 





fUis majesty, in commanding me to make to you; 


Sm: Thave the satisfaction to inform yau, that 
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the king of the Spains has directed all the Ameri- 
cans, prisoners in different parts of the Spanish 
dominions for having intermeddled in the distur- 
bances with the Americans, to be liberated. I give 
you this information, that you may take the earliest 
opportunity to convey it to the Americans who may 
be in confinement in your neighborhood. At the 
same time, you are hereby authorized to say to 
them, that the expense of their voyage, from the 
place of confinement to the United States, will be 
alvanced, if necessary, by the American govern- 
ment. For this purpose, any advances you may 
make will be repaid to you out of the contingent 
{und of this legation, or at the department of state 
in Washington, at your option. Iam, kc. 
JOHN FORSYTH. 
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Legislature of Maine. 

The 31st ulumo being the day designated by the 
constitution for convening the first legislature of 
the new state of Maine, a quorum of the members 
elect attended—John Chandler, esq. was chosen 
president of the senate, and Benjamin Ames, esq. 
unanimously elected speaker of the house of repre- 
sentatives: both of whom addressed their respec- 
tive houses and in an appropriate manner. 

The votes for governor being officially counted, 
it appeared that William King, esq. had 21,083, and 
was elected almost unanimously—-the whole num- 
ber given being only 22,914. 

The houses then praceeded to examine the elec- 
tions of their own members, and fully to organize 
themselves -and, on the 2d instant, they received 
the following MESSAGE from the governor, who 
had been duly qualified before the two houses on 
the preceding day: 

Gentiemen of the senate and of the 

house of representatives. 

The political connexion, which had so long sub- 
sisted between Massachusetts and Maine being dis- 
solved, it is asource of much satisfaction to reflect, 
that the measures, adopted for its accomplishment, 
have effected the object in the most friendly man- 
ner. A great and powerful commonwealth volun- 
tarily yielding up her jurisdiction over a large por- 
tion of her citizens and territory, over whom she 
held an undisputed and rightful sovereignty; these 
citizens peaceably and quietly forming themselves 
into a new and independent state, framing and 
adopting with unexampled harmony and unanimity 
a constitution, embracing all the essential princi- 
ples of liberty and good government; these are 
events which constitute a memorable era in the 
history of our state—events for which you, no 
doubt, as well as our fellow-citizens in general, will 
acknowledge with gratitude that divine goodness 
which directs and controls the concerns of men. 

The act of Massachusetts, assenting to the for- 
mation of the district of Maine into a separate and 
independent state, also provides for a division of 
the public property. Although a large majority 
of the legislative body, which passed that act, was 
constituted of members from Massachuse*ts pro- 
per, who thus had it in their power to dictate the 
terms, the principles of division as settled by them 
are so equitable and just, that they have received 
the general approbation. By this correct and wise 
course of policy, the executive and legislative de- 
partments of that government have laid the founda- 
tion of a lasting harmony between the two states. 

_ Assembled for the purpose of performing the 
first acts of legislation, on you is devolved the ar- 


( 


and perfecting a system of wise, 


ae and whole- — 
some laws. Nor is the responsibility and difficul- 
ty of your situations, as members of the first legia- 
lature, diminished by the consideration that the 
consequences, which may result from your delibe- 
rations will have an important bearing on the ge- 
nerations, which are to succeed you, as well upon 
the present and future character and standing of 
the state. 

The establishment and organization of a supreme 
judicial court will require your early attention. As 
the security of the people, the uninterrupted enjoy- 
ment of individual rights, the protection of proper- 
ty and the peace and harmony of society, in a great 
measure, depend upon the correct exposition and 
impartial administration of the taws through the in- 
strumentality of our courts of justice, it is highly 
important to the people themselves, that such ade- 
quate compensation should be assigned to our first 
judicial officers as shall command the services of 
men of unquestioned integrity, possessing the first 
intelligence and extensive legal attainments. 
Connected with the establishment of our judicial 
system there is a su.ject, which I submit to your 
consideration with great diffidence. Our statutes, 
which embrace, as is well known, buta small portion 
of our laws, are comprised in five or six large vo- 
lumes. In many cases, in consequence of explana- 
tory, additional, supplementary and partially re- 
pealing£acts, it has become difficult to ascertain 
what the law is. Under a government such. as 
ours, a government of laws, and not of men, it 
ought to be one of its first principles that the laws 
should be simple and plain and easy to be under- 
stood. A new and revised code of statute lawthere- 
fore, it is believed is exceedingly desirable as it 
certianly is practicable. It also becomes an inte- 
resting question, whether it is not practicable, as 
well as desirable, to extend the revision still farther. 
When the United States assumed their indepen- 
dence, it became necessary for the several states, 
and Massachusetts among them, to adopt the then 
existing colonial statutes, together with the common 
law of Great Britain, embracing also a considerable 
portion of her statutes. This heterogeneous mass, 
with the statutes and judicial decisions of Massachu¢ 
setts has been provisionlly adopted by this state; in 
addition to which, we have those of the United 
States; the whole combined, forming such a variety 
of laws, opinions and judicial decisions, as to fill so 
many volumes, thatfew fortunes can purchase them, 
and still fewer capacities correctly understand 
them. A condensed, plain, perspicuous and well 
digested code, therefore, embracing every branch 
of civil and criminal law, as well as the forms of 
proceeding in the several courts, would, it is believ- 
ed, be a most invaluable acquisition to the citizens 
of this state. ‘That the compilation and establish- 
ment of such a code is not altogether visionary, is 
demonstrated by the fact, that such a code has not 
only been framed and established for itself by a 
foreign nation in our own times, but is universaliy 
acknowledged to be one of the greatest national 
benefits ever confered on any country in any age. 
If the enacting of such a code is ever practicable 
under a government constituted like ours, there 
can be no period more favorable to its accomplisim 
ment, than the present, when we are just com- 
mencing our political course, as a new and inde- 
pendent state, and when so general a disposition 
prevails to harmonize in all measures calculated to 
promote the best interests of the community.— 
Should the legislature deem it expedrent to adopt 
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sion of our Jaws, I would recommend that pro- 

vison be made for establishing a board of jurispru- 

dence, to consist of men best qualified for the duties 

of such a station, with instructions to digest and 
repare such a code, and report the same to the 
egislature. 

The situation of our fellow citizens, employed in 
agricultural pursuits, will not suffer in comparison 
with that of those of any other part of our country. 
It furnishes the most plenary evidence how advan- 
tageous this employment is to the people of our 
state. The encouragement which agriculture has re- 
ceived not only from government but from patriotic 
individuals, and the consequent advances which it 
has made, afford the :rost satisfactory evidence of 
the importance of a continued and more particular 
attention to thatinterest. ‘The propriety of encou- 


raging our various agricultural societies at this time. 


cannot be doubted. As the inhabitants of a good soil 
and healthy climate, we owe it to a bountiful provi- 
dence to do all in our power to make it the resi- 
dence of men alike prosperous and happy. 

” The manufacturing business of the country is at 
this time acquiring new energy. The capital now 
employed, though already large, will necessarily be 
increased; as this state furnishes an unusual number 
of sites, where water power can be applied with 
advantage, I suggest for your consideration, whe- 
ther there would not be a propriety and sound po. 
licy in exempting all such manufacturing establish- 
ments, as are or may be located within this state, 
as far as the principles of the constitution will ad- 
mit, from every species of taxation for a considera- 
ble term of time. Some such encouragement the 
manufacturing interest at this time requires. If 
yielded, the state will no doubt find itself amply 
indemnified by the increase of capital and a large 
accession of respectable inhabitants. 

The fisheries of our coast, bays and rivers are so 
connected, the one with the other, and are an in- 
terest so in.portant to the people, that they will 
require your particular attention. The laws enact- 
ed for their regulation differ so materially, that it 
may well be doubted, whether all their provisions 
are calculated to promote the public good, and 
whether, in some instances, the views of individu- 
als and sections of country have not been too muck 
consulted. 

The lands belonging to the state wiil also deserve 
your attention. Should a system be adopted for 
their management, calculated to prevent specula- 
tion, at the same time giving every encourage- 
ment to the real settler, the expectations of the 
best friends of Maine will be fully realized in an ex- 
tended cultivation and an increased number of in- 
habitants. ‘The svstem, which has hitherto been 
pursued, you will probably think has little to re- 
commend it forfurther experiment. The inconve- 
niences and embarrassments, which the Settlement, 
as well as the settlers themselves, have in many in- 
stances experienced from the large proprietors, 
will, it is presumed, long be remembered in order 
to be guarded aguinst by future legislators. A part 
of the public lands is covered with timber, which 

hereafter will be valuable; at the same time the 
Jand itself isnot generally weil calculated for set. 
tlement. The preservation of the timber there- 
fore will be highly interesting to the state. 

What progress has been made under the fifth 
article of the British treaty in settling the eastern 
boundary of the state against the province of New 
Brunswick, and the northern boundary against that 
of Lower Canada, fT am not able to inform you.— 


interest in the settlement of these boundaries, 
there would seem to have been a propriety in the: 
agent appointed on the part of the United States, 
being taken from one of these two states. But, 
under existing circumstances, you-will consider 
whether the interest of the state does not require: 
from you the adoption ef such arrangements, as are 
best calculated to afford the present agent such: 
information in relation to this important subject, 
as the people in this state have it in their power 
to give. 

A revisal of the militia law is rendered necessary 
with a view of conforming it to the equitable provi- 
sions of the constitution. Other improvements alse 
will no doubt suggest themselves. ‘The peculiar 
situation of this state renders the most particular at- 
tention to the militia necessary. Our Ruture sufety 
as well as the honor of the country requires it. And 
now that the service is to. be performed equally 
by all, all will no doubt unite in rendering it highly 
honorable. ) 

The arms received by the commonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts from the United States, are to be divided 
between the two states in proportion to the returns 
of the militia, according to which the arms were 
received.. As an early application will be made 
for this state’s propertion, your attention to the sub- 
ject, as well as tothe necessary provision for their 
deposite and security at some convenient place, is 
rendered necessary, 

According to the terms of the act relating to the 
separation, one third of all such sums, as may be re- 
ceived from the, United States on account of the 
claim of Massachusetts for expenses incurred for 
the defence of the state. during the late war, is, when 
received, to be paid over to the state of Maine. 
Whatever difference of opinion mav have existed 
in relation to the mode, there could be none as to 
the necessity of the expenditure incurred within 
this portion of the commonwealth; as the most va- 
luable part of this district was defended in conse» 
quence of it. My situation during the late war 
gave me an opportunity to be acquainted with the 
details of the service of most of the militia within 
this section of the commonwealth. ‘Fhey were or- 
dered out only on necessary and proper occasions; 
they were discharged immediately on the enemy’s 
retiring. ‘Yo the allowance of this claim the United 
States have interposed certain objections; but ab 
though the subject has been repeatedly presented 
to the consideration of congress, no definite deci- 
sion has been passed upon its merits. It is believed 
to be interesting to the United States, as well as. 
to Massachusetts and Maine, that you should adopé 
such measures in relation to it, as are best calcu- 
lated to bring thisclaim to a speedy and equitable 
decision. } 

Having adverted to the defence of this part of 
the country during the late war, it would be ne- 
glect of duty on my part not to.remind you, that, 
as there is.no state in this union, whose inland tron- 
tier is more exposed, so there is none, which has 
so extensive and so exposed a maritime frontier, as 
Maine. Yet, while military roads are making to aid 
the defence of some portions of our country, and 
bays, rivers and towns, are fortifying for the defence 
of others, most of the garrisons and other works 
within this state, erected at considerable expense 
by the national government, are now withouta sin- 
gle soldier to guard them, and for want of necessary 
attention rapidly falling into decay. It only re- 


quires that our situation should be properly repre- 
sented and understood, that the procedure should 





As this state and Massachusetts have so deep an 
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The commonwealth of Massachusetts has stipu- 
lated to pay to the state of Maine, thirty thousand 
dollars for performing certain duties aid obliga- 


tions to the Indians within tins state, provided the 


assent of the Indians and a release of that common-; 
wealth from all her engagements io them are first | 
obtained. In recoramending this subject to your 
consideration, I indulge the hope that such mea- 
sures will be adopted as, while they are least ex- 
pensive to the state, shall he best calculated to pro- 
tect the rights and secure to this, the last remnant 
of the natives, residing among us, all that comfort 
which they are capable of sadyiths. : 

The anount for travel and attendance of the 
members of the late convention, and for incidental 
expenses, was twenty-one thousand one hundred 
and thirty-one dollars. The sum received from 
the treasury of Massachusetts, as provided by the 
act relating to the separation, was seven thousand 
seven hundred and forty-two dollars, leaving a ba- 
lance ef thirteen thousand three hundred and eigh- 
ty-nine dollars. To discharge this balance and other 
accruing expenses, the sum of fourteen thousand 
dollars were borrowed from the banks of the siaie; 
for the repayment of which it will be necessary for 
the legislature to make provision. 

Tiie receipts into thetreasury, agreeably to our 
present system of revenue, will be, from the state 
tax twenty-eight thousand seven hundred and cigh- 
ty-six dollars; from the bank tax seventeen thou- 
sand and seven hundred dollars; from licenses pro- 
bably six thousand dollars—to which add for the 
present year eight thousand dollars to be received 
trom the treasury of Massachusetts, amounting in 
the whole to sixty thousand four hundred and eigh- 
ty-sixdollars. What isto be the amount of the ex- 
penditure of the state is by the people confided to 
you. It is very desirable that the receipts into the 
treasury sheuld exceed by 2 considerable amount 
the estimated expenditure, in order that you may 
be enabled to endow our literary institutions, en- 
courage agriculture and lay the foundation for such 
public roads, canals and other improvements, as the 
general interest of the state may require 

‘!he existing embarrassments in our circulating 
medium cannot, it is believed, affect our revenues. 
The alarm, in relation to the country banks, which | 
originated in the capital of Massachusetts, and un- | 
fortunately extended itself into this state, is fast 
subsiding; not however without having first reduced 
three of our fifteen banks to the necessity of sus- 
pending specie payments. This course it is pre. 
sumed was intended by these banks only as a tem- 
porary measure, adopted to prevent improper sa- 
crifices on their part, as well as to secure the hold- 
ers of their paper against any eventual loss The 
present situation of our monied concerns cannot be 
of long duration, in a section of country possessing 
so many advantages. A return to prudent econo- 
mical pursuits and habits of life for several years 
past on the part of our farmers, has placed them in| 
the most eligible situation. It is only necessary 
that the trading and mechanic portions of tle com- 
munity should imitate the example to derive equal 
benefits. The effect of such a course upon the 
prosperity, the morals, and the happiness of the 
people would soon become visible; confidence would 
be restored, and specie would resume its place in 
the vaults of the banks. 

Admitted into the union as aconstituent member! 
of the American family, | need not remind you 
that the selection of two of our most distinguished. 
citizens to represent this state in the senate of the 


this important selection, I feel confident that the 
legislature will look with a single eye to the cha- 
racter, the honor, and .the best interests of the 
state. 7 

The constitution under which you are assembled 
points out generally those duties which it is neces- 
sary should be performed by the first legislature, 
Having, in conformity with the prcq-sions of that 
instrument, suggested for your consideration such 
subjects as I consider deserving your attention, I 
request you, gentlemen, tobe assured that nothing 
would afford me so much pleasure as concurring 
with you in ali measures calculated to promote the 
general prosperity, so that our fellow citizens may 
view the preseyt with satisfaction, and look for- 
ward with confidence to the future; and that, under 
the blessing of a wise and gracious Providence, the 
union of the states and the freedom and happiness 
of the people may be perpetual. 

WILLIAM KING, 
Council chamber, June 2d, 1820. 
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Foreign Articles. 
GREAT! BRITAIN AND IRELAND, 
London dates of May 4, 

Thistlewood, Ings, Brunt, Tidd and Davidson 
were executed for high treason on the Ist of May. 
All the rest of the conspirators, except one, were 
embarked for Botany Bay, to be banished for life, 

The account of their execution fills five heavy cov 
lumns of a newspaper! ‘Vhe prisoners heard the 
annunciation of the time of their execution with 
great composure—Thistlewood said, “the sooner 
we go, sir, the better.” Some of those that were 
respited expressed great joy—others heard of it 
without any emotion. Poor Gilchrist has been re- 
spited without mention of the commutation of pu- 
nishment, and will probably be discharged. 

The parting of these unfortunate men from their 
families is particularly described. They preserved 
a manly firmness. The scaffold for executing them 
was erected on Sunday, in part by torch light, in 
the presence of thousands of curious spectators— 
some of whom, in order to have a good view of the 
execution, remained in their places all night—and 
the windows within view of it were let out at one 
pound per head! Seven hundred special consta- 
bles were on the spot—but the people behaved 
peaceably, 

Early inthe morning, the military, the constables 
and firemen were in attendance, aud a little after 
7 o’clock, allthe horrid ceremonies being in readi- 
ness, Thistlewood was brought forth. “Tiis deport- 
ment was firm, he looked round at the multitude 
with calmness.”? ‘Tidd came next, and nodded fa- 
miliarly to some persons that he knew. On his 
ascending the scaffold, Ings gave three cheers—and 
sung, *O give me death or liberty.” At this time 
Thistlewood said to Tidd, “we shall soon know the 
last grand secret.”” Davidson was firm, without 
alfecting indifference—and scemed to be engaged 
with the clergy present in attendance, whom the 
rest had rejected. Brunt appeared indifferent— 
he had a laugh on his countenance. Just before 
their caps were.drawn over their eyes, Thistlewood 
said, “! have but a few moments to live; I hope you 
will tell the world that I died a sincere friend to 
liberty.” Ings said, “I die an enemy to tyrants, 
Recollect, put that down;” and a little while after 
added, “I am not afraid to go before God or man. 
I know there is a God, and I hope he’ll be merci- 
ful.” The drop then fell, and in three minutes thei 
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sufferings were over. 
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At the end of half an hour, the bodies were cut 
down one by one, and beheaded by a person wear- 
ing amask. This was done with a'knife; and when 
the people saw it applied to the throat of Thistle- 
wood, they raised a shout of horror and reproach. 
But the head was cut off and held up, while the 
executioner called out, “This is the head of Arthur 
Thistle wood, % traitor.” When he was proceed- 
ing with Tidd, he was received with groans and 
hisses, and cries of “shoot the murderer” —“bring 
out Edwards,” &c. which increased when he was 
beheading the last. ‘The whole period of the exe- 
cution was one hour and eight minutes. Quick 
lime was thrown on the bodies, after they had 
been placed in the coffins. The person that de- 
capitated them was the same that beheaded colo- 
nel Despard, and his associates, several years ago. 

Here follows a long account of the conduct of 
those executed, on the day and night previous. 
Ings and Brunt were callous of feeling, except on 
account of their families. Thistlewood and Tidd 
were sedate, affd Davidson serious, praying several 
times. 

And thus ends the famous “Cato street conspira- 
cy’—which has occupied a space and excited a 
degree of public attention far beyond the real me- 
rits of the case. 

A reward of 300/. is offered for two persons 
charged with high treason at Glasgow. 

The queen’s arrival in England was shortly ex- 
pected. 

The London Sun says, that sir Henry Wellesley, 
ambassador to Spain, was likely to return soon, 
without the formality of taking leave of the Spa- 
nish court. His lady, we understand, is already on 
her journey home. 

The chancellor of the exchequer has proposed 
that there be granted to his majesty, a revenue of 
$50,000/. per annum for Great Britain, and 270,000 
for Ireland, to commence from the demise of the 
late king. : 

Money is so abundant in London, that good bills 
are readily discounted at 4 percent., and for short 
periods, at 3 and even 2 per cent. On the Sd of 
May, 3 per cent. consols were at 68}; American 
6 per cents. 102 a 103—U. S. bank shares, 22/. 
Wheat, average, April 22, 68s. 11d. 

FRANCE. 

The celebrated Volney lately died at Paris. He 
met his fate with “philosophic courage.” Sarazin 
hws been sent in chains to his place of destination. 
The trial of Louvel was soon to commence. Re. 
cruiting goes on actively in France, The nation 
appeared to be quiet. 

SPAIN. 

A round-about report reached us last week, 
which stated that the king of Spain had ran away 
from Madrid and escaped into France. 


The London Star, of April Ist, mentions the re- 


ceipt of two letters, affirming that the king of Spain 
had despatched a letter to the king of France, in 
which he declared “that he had only taken the 
oath to maintain the constitution of the cortes, in 
order to prevent his being dethroned; but that his 
sentiments remained unchanged.” The same paper 
adds, that another letter, subsequently received, 
states that Ferdinand “had privately made out a 
solemn protest against his own oath and all the 
concessions consequent thereon, as not being given 
with his free will, but wrung from him by force. 
This protest, (continues the letter, ) he sent off by 
a courier to the family here, (at Paris) to be depo. 
sited in the archives, until a proper occasion should 
offer forits production. But Mina intercepted the 





bearer of it, took a copy, and then allowed the 
bearer to proceed with the original.” 

A plot to assassinate Mina was discovered at 
Pampeluna. 

Five friars entered into a conspiracy to unite the 
galley slaves at Alicant, (400 in number,) against 
the constitution! They were happily detected, and 
all things soon quieted. 


C7 We have heard of private letters of late dates 
from Madrid, written by persons of great respecta- 
bility, which represent the new order of things as 
completely settled. 'The most odious of the late 
persecutors of the patriots are politically dead, and 
remain undisturbed. The king has entirely chang- 
ed the manner of his life, and seems as if made 
a new man of. He mixes freely with society, 
with but little formality, and professes himself to 
be, and really appears to be, much gratified with 
the change; and oftentimes expresses his regret 
that he did not know the happiness derived from 
such an intercourse with the people. He was be- 
coming popular, and takes his ride or his walk with 
very few attendants, saluting the people politely, 
who treat him with the greatest respect, and yet 
with a familiarity hitherto (at least for centuries, } 
unknown in Spain. If Ferdinand is Agnest in all 
this—«may he live a thousand years!” 


Congratulation of the consul of the United States of 
America to the constitutional couneil of the city of 
Cadiz, on the change in the government of Spain. 
As a citizen of the United States of America, and 

as their consular representative in this city, I em- 
brace, with the highest satisfaction, the earliest 
opportunity of tendering to your excellencies my 
cordial and sincere telicitations upon the great and 
glorious event which I have witnessed. On the 
restoration of liberty to a nation so worthy to pos- 
sess it, I have contemplated, with admiration, the 
happy means by which it was obtained, and the 
good order observed throughout, but particularly 
in this capital, during successes so interesting: and 
now that this nation, like my own, enjoys the right 
to be free, I feel it my duty, among the first, to ma- 
nifest to your excellencies these the sentiments of 
my countrymen and myself on so auspicious an oe- 
casion. 

God preserve you many years. 

O. RICH. 

April 5, 1820. 

Answer of the constitutional cauncil, 

The cordial congratulation contained in your let- 
ter of the Sth April inst. has been in the highest 
degree flattering and gratifying, both as coming 
rom you as a citizen of the United States, and in 
your capacity as a consul of so great a people; nor 
las less pleasure been received from the indication 
given by all your countrymen, of their being actu- 
ated by the same liberal feelings. We share in 
your felicitations upon our having broken the 
chains rivitted by superstition and despatism; and 
we honor with equal veneration the names of Wash- 
ington and Quiroga. 

Liberty and justice are now the fundamental 
bases upon which all the operations of the Spa- 
niards are to be grounded; consequently you may 
assure your countrymen, that henceforth they 
need apprehend none of those fiscal regulations 
which were mysteriously conducted, and which 
appeared calculated to excite distrust and to im- 





pede the pursuits of commerce, which should be 
always open, to enable us to preserve the inter- 
course of nations as members of the same family. 
These are the liberal principles prescribed by our 
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sacred constitution, and which shall be inviolably 
observed. 

God preserve you many years. 

SALVADOR DE ALAGON, Sec’ry. 

April 6, 1820. : 
Proclamation of the king of Spain to his South Ame- 

rican subjects. : 

“THE KING TO HIS SUBJECTS BEYOND THE SEAS, 

« Spanish Americans: When, in the year 1814, 
my arrival in the capital of imperial Spain was an- 
nounced, fatality induced the restoration of certain 
institutions which long and confirmed habits had 
caused us to regard as superior to others, which, 
being more ancient, were irreconcileable to existing 
prejudices, and could not be modified in any dis. 
tinct forms. ‘The unbappy experience of six years, 
and the disgraceful evils which went on accumu- 
lating by those means which were deemed likely 
to produce universal happiness—-the general com- 
plaints of the people in both hemispheres, and their 
energetic demonstrations, convinced me of the 
necessity of returning back to that line from which 
we had incautiously deviated: and seeing that the 
general wish of the nation, impelled by that prin- 
ciple which had distinguished and elevated it on 
the great stage of the world to that height which it 
should hold among other nations, induced me to 
adopt those sentiments, identifying myself most 
sincerely and cordially with them, and caused me 
to adopt, recognize, and swear to, according to a 
spontaneous proposition, the constitution formed 
in Cadiz by the general and extraordinary cortes, 
and proclaimed in that city in March, 1812. No- 
thing can possibly exceed my satisfaction at the 
universal rejoicing which took place;.and the real 





heroic generosity of the people, who are suscepti- 


== : — —F 
ful devastations, and the extremities of all evils.— 
Nothing has resulted to you but tears and griefs, 
turbulence and heart burnings, cruel imprison- 
ments, starvation, destructions by fire, devastation, 
and unheard of horrors—results which will en- 
tail disgrace upon you to future generations: 
whatcan you hope from such? Hear the soothing 
voice of your king and father. Expel that disquie- 
tude and restless distrust which agitate you, and 
replace those in your bosom by affectionate and ge- 
nerous sentiments. No longer regard vengeance 
as a virtue, nor odious animosity as an obligation. 
The two hemispheres have nothing inherent in 
them to prohibit lasting and reciprocal friendships; 
nor is it in nature that you, who are true brothers, 
can be enemies. You speak but this same language 
—you profess but the same religion —you are gu- 
verned by the same laws—adhere to the same cus- 
toms—and, above all, you are adorned by the same 
virtues—virtues the true offspring of valor, of ge- 
nerosity, and the supreme elevation of great souls. 
Renew with the mother country those relations, 
which for three centuries, your progenitors, the 
favored children of victory, bave labored to estab- 
blish. Renew also those reciprocal relations which 
the new lights of the day, and the system ofa re- 
presentative government require. Throw aside 
your arms, and cease that destructive warfare which 
has occasioned so many terrible evils, which must 
be recorded in history in letters of blood, With 
arms so wielded, the lives of kindred individuals of 
the same families must be sacrificed—sacrifices 
which must involve self-desperation and self-abhor- 
rence! The universal nation is actuated by my 
wishes, and will enable me, by all its means, to tri- 
umph without violence, over those obstacles which 





ble of errors but not of crime, will quickly obliter- | but prolong a state of public calamity. We have 


ate the recollection of past evils. The Spaniards at | 


adopted a system nore ample in its principles, and 


this day, present a spectacle for admiration to all | conformable to those which you yourself have wish- 
Furope, solemnly pledging themselves to their | ed for; our distinctive character directs the reci- 
constitutional system, which justly estimates the | procal observance of a frank and loyal conduct op- 
reciprocal duties between the nation and the throne. | posed to that of a mistaken and too cunning policy, 


A state so securely poised, and founded on the | 


most durable basis, on which are bottomed alike 
true liberty and public credit, promising that the 
new institutions shall find their best security in fa- 
vorable and permanent results, combining the im- 
proved state of science with the dictates of sound 
policy, and establishing the military and naval 
strength of the nation on principles which will 
render it the most effectually applicable as circum. 
stances shall require, and bidding fair to restore in 
all things, that respect and consideration which we 
have lost. 

« A new flood of light is shed across both Spanish 
hemispheres, and nothing can exceed the refulgent 
brightness which already illumines, or the ardor 
which is felt from the sacred fire of patriottsm. I 
congratulate myself as the first to feel this sweet 
and generous emotion; I also exult in having to 
announce it; andi exhertyou to hasten to enjoy 
such immense benefits, by accepting and swearing 
to a constitution which is framed for the felicity of 
you and vours. I affirm to you, I sacrifice nothing, 
when I feel that, by confirming this fundamental 
law, I shall secure your happiness: and, though it 
might be productive of evil to me, I should equally 
have acquiesced, persuaded that the honor of ma- 
jesty should weigh as nothing when placed in com- 
petition with the public good. 

« A{mericans!—You have deviated from the line of 
your true interest-—-you feel by this time what your 
misconduct has cost you—those immense fatigues 
~those perils without end, sanguinary wars, fright- 


which, by its false and intricate combinations can 
but seldom hope for favorable results, The mo- 
ther country gives you the exainple; follow it Ame- 
ricans, it will but insure your present and fu- 
ture felicity; give to the mother country a ground 
of hope, that in an age so pregnant with great and 
extraordinary events, the love of order and the ge- 
neral good, accords with all your wills, and the re- 
sults from your uniform opinions. 

“The cortes, whose name alone is a favorable 
pledge of important benefits and successes for all 
Spainards, is about to assemble. Your brothers of 
the peninsula anxiously hope, with extended arms, 
for the accomplishment of their wishes in your has- 
tening to fraternize, to unite in cenference with 
them as equal subjects, on those remedies which 
the necessities of the country require, and of your 
own particularly; the sccurity of your persons is 
guaranteed by the laws of national honor, and 
which sacred code the country has sworn in the 
face of the universe religiously to observe. Reu- 
nite, therefore, with the fathers of the country, 
conciliate wise predilections of the people, contri- 
bute to the safety of the state, fix forever the hap- 
py destinies of the two worlds, and entitle your- 
selves, above all, to that immortal crown which is 
conferred by the blessings of a greatful posterity! 
What benefits, what felicity will not this much de- 
sired union produce! Commerce, agriculture, in- 
dustry, science, and art, will flourish with unprece- 
| dented brilliancy m this happy country, and univer- 








sal, undisturbed tranquility, the precious offspring 
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of mutual concord; and a constitutional govern- 
ment common to all, in which nothing unjust er 
arbitrary can exist, will elevate us to the highest 
pitch of prosperity to which man is capable of at- 
taining. But ifthose salutary coursels given from 
the recesses of my heart, and if that true and friend- 
ly hand which your dear country holds out to you 
—this country. which has produced so many of your 
fathers, and which has the authority to prescribe— 
be not attended to, you will have to fear all those 
evils which the furor of a civil war produce—all 
those evils which accrue to a state, destitute of its 
natural and legitimate government, and which re- 
sult from the insidious seductions of ambitious 
men, who promote the horrors of anarchy, with a 
view of wresting into their bands the sceptre of go- 
vernment; those unprincipled despoilers, unknown 
adventurers-——those foreign intruders, who seek 
earnestly for occasions to sow the germs of discord 
and confusion—who endeavor but to divide, but to 
dominate; in fine all the horrors and convulsions 
which states suffer in the most violent crisis, pro- 
duced by the effervescence of political principles 
and passions, will await you! And when you will 
feel all these terrible effects to be expected from 
national indignation and a justly offended govern- 
ment—a government most strong and powerful 
when supported by the people, and directed ac- 
cording to the principles which actuate them. Qh! 
may such a moment of considerate obstinacy never 
arrive! Never; for the poignant grief which it 
must create could, but for a short interval, be borne 
by your tender and indulgent father, _ 
“FERDINAND.” 
PORTUGAL. 

Letters from Lisbon state, that the regency has 
adopted the most vigorous measures to prevent the 
introduction of the Spanish newspapers into the 
realm! 

POLAND. 

A beautiful monument has been erected at Ja- 

now, in memory of Kosciusko. 
EAST INDIES. 

We have some particulars of the disasters of the 
Dutch, in their attack upon Palembang. They lost 
500 Europeans by sickness and battle, and the na- 
tives had a work which mounted 100 pieces of can- 
non to defend the entrance of the river. The ad- 
miral on the station, has advised his government to 
renounce all its pretensions to territory in this 
guarter, except to Java and the Moluccas. _ 

The Calcutta Journal of January 24, contains an 
official account of the capture of the town of-Ras- 
ul-Khyma, the rendezvous of the pirates in the 
Persian Gulf, by the British expedition under maj. 
sen. Kerr, after a resistance of six days. The loss 
of the British was about fifty killed and wounded; 
among the former major Wolesworth. The Arabs 
effected a retreat tothe neighboring hills and date 
groves. One of the chiefs, after the retreat, re- 
turned and gave himself up to the British. The 
pirates had 62 pieces of cannon mounted on their 
works; they left 300 killed and 700 wounded. 

WEST INDIES. 

Two large French ships, laden with flour, have 
arrived at Havana from Bordeaux, but with clear- 
ances from St. Andero, in Spain, and their cargoes 
admitted at so low arate of duty, as, if persevered 
in, it is said, will wholly stop the demand from the 
United States for that great staple of our country. 

We have a very pleasing account of the proceed- 
ings at Porto Rico, on proclaiming the constitution 
of the cortes. A grand Te Deum was sung in the 
cathedral, and all that religious ceremony or mili-. 


—- es 
tary parade could do, were added to give dignity 
to the occasion. Don Vapullo, colonel of the regi- 
ment of Grenada, and a “Spanish citizen,” addressed 
the troops, and spoke handsomely in favor of free- 
dom. ‘the account is published at the “nationaf 
printing office.” 

Gen. Renevales died in the Moro castle on the 
22nd ult. He had of late resided in New Orleans, 
but proceeded to Havana just after the news of re- 
cent eventsin Spain. He was arrested there with 
several other officers, ona charge of having attempt. 
ed a conspiracy to overthrow the present govern- 
ment, and establish the independence of Cuba. 

BRAZIL. nae 

By an arrangement between the court of Naples 
and that of Brazil, 500 galley slaves have embarked 
at the former for Rio Janeiro—very much to their 
own Satisfaction. Married men were permitted to 
take their wives. It is said that thousands of crimi- 
nals have petitioned the king of the two Sicilies for 
permission to be sent to Brazil. 

It is remarked that—While 20,000:free emigrants 
increase every year the free population of the Unit- 
ed States of America—Brazil, the soil and climate 
of which is infinitely finer, is obliged to call crimi- 
nals frem Europe to augment the number of its sub- 
jects. : 

SOUTH AMERICA, 

When the people of Campeachy heard the news 
of the adoption of the constitution of the cortes, by 
the mother country, the inhabitants took the arch- 
bishop, or high priest, from his bed, at 12 o’clock at 
nght, and compelled him to ring the church bells 
till day-light! 

From Chili, we have the details of the capture of 
; Valdivia, a very strong post in the southern part 
of that country, and until then held by the Spa- 
niards—naturally almost impregnable, and -fortifi- 
ed at the expense, as lord Cochrane supposes, of 
a million of dollars, mounting 100 pieces of can- 
non, disposed in a number of batteries. These. 
were carried in a gallant style, with the loss of onl 
five killed and sixteen wounded. The Spaniards, 
confident in the strength of their works, seem to 
have been unprepared for much resistance. A con- 
siderable part of the garrison escaped. Cochrane 
at first resolved to destroy the fortifications, but 
considering it would be wrong to leave what he 
calls the “safest and most beautiful port,” of all he 
had seen in the Pacific, defenceless, he had refrained - 
from doing so. The royal frigate Dolores was cap- 
tured in the port. 

From Venezuela, we learn that the patriots had 
fortified Rio de la Hache, and intended shortly to 
proceed against St. Martha. It is said that an at- 
tempt was lately made to poison Morillo; but the 
plot was discovered, and many persons had been 
apprehended as participators in it—among them 
some of those who appeared to be his best friends, 
and twenty females. 

Buenos Ayres, &c. It wasonly last week that we 
published a treaty, concluded at Buenos Ayres, 
between Saratea, Ramirez and Lopez, for restoring 
peace and quietness to the provinces, with an ap- 
parent view to the establishment of a federal go- 
vernment. This convention is dated the 20th of 
February last. We have since seen a great mass 
of documents and papers, enough to fill an entire 
Recister, relating to the antecedent and subse- 
quent events. The chief things that seem to be 
worthy of note are as follows: 

For several days after the entry of what is called 
the federal party, every thing seemed to go on well; 





but, about the Sih of March, gen. Balcarce, an@ 
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others, who are called the adherents of Pueyrre- 

don, effected a counter-revolution, and obliged the 

Carreras, and all the federalists, to fly to the army, | 
lying a short distance. from Buenos Ayres. Bal- 

carce was invested with the powers of the dicfa- 

torship. Many of the best officers and most distin- 

guished citizens, with two regiments and severat 

smaller bodies of troops, went over to the fede- 

ralists. On the 12th of March, the troops on whom 

the dictator chiefly relied, left him, and then he 

made his escape. At 5 o’clock on the same day, 

Saratea returned to his command, amidst the shouts 
of the people. Up tothe 18th,*hany of the partizans 
of Pueyrredon were arrested; but Balcarce, and 
eight or nine others, were notthen taken. Strong 
measures had been adopted to preserve the public 
peace. But all these great changes were effected 
without bloodshed; and, at our last date, the 20th 
of March, things appeared to be settling down into 
order. 

From the documents published since the flight 
of Pueyrredon, his whole administration appears to 
have been a tissue of corruption and deceit. . It 
seems that he, inconjunction with the late congress, 
had secretly formed, or were negociating, a treaty 
with France, for the reception of a king from the 
Bourbon family, now in Italy, the prince of Lucca, 
—in support of whom France was to advance 12 

-millions of livres, and Portugal to guarantee the 
measure, on a cession of the Oriental district. All 
the members of congress, who signed the agree- 
ment to have a king, were arrested, with the ex- 
ception of three persons, who accompanied their 
signature with a protest. 

It also appears that Pueyrredon treacherously 
prevented the conquest of Upper Peru by San 
Martin, by throwing impediments in his way. On 
the whole, he seems to have been as profligate a 
character as éver was entrusted with the govern- 
ment of a state. 

We are not able to gather what will be the pro- 
bable result of these commotions—we hope for the 
best, and wait patiently further advices. A time 
of public commotion is not that which is best fitted 
to ascertain truth. The general design, however, 
appears to be to establish a federal government, on 
equitable principles—to which the province of 

Buenos Ayres will be a party, not the dictator, as 
heretofore. We do not see why France should 
have interfered in this matter, except, indeed, as 
has been observed, with the ‘sole view of checking 
the rrowth of republics.’ 

Itis said that the Portuguese had recently gained 
some considerable advantages over Artigas, and 
that he had been deserted by his second in com- 
mand at the head of a considerable body of troops. 
it was expected that the new government of the 
provinces would declare war against Portugal. 
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Died, at his residence in South Carolina college, 
at Columbia, on the 4th inst. Dr. Jonathan Mazen, 
for 16 years the president of that institution—a gen- 
tleman and a scholar, and much regretted by all 
who knew him. 

A letter from Utica, N. Y. of the 3d inst. states 
fhat fresh butter, of an excellent quality, sold that 
day at four cents per lb., and very fine lamb at twen- 
ty-five cents per quarter. 

The U. S. schooner Lynx has seized another pi- 
ratical vessel, witha crew of 24 men, and sent her 
to New-Orleans. The state of things in this city 


character—and notbing but a strong arm will re- 
lieve either of a great number of persons, chiefly 
foreigners, who are a disgrace to the human family, 
A Spanish Guineaman has lately committed acts 
of sheer piracy on two American vessels—plunder- 
ing them in the most outrageous manner, and mal. 
treating their crews. 
The military road, from the Tennessee river to 
lake Ponchartrain, it was supposed, would be com- 
pieted by the troops employed upon it before the 
end of the present month. Bridges were built and 
ferries established, so that the journey might be 
conveniently mace on horseback in the beginning 
of May. ‘his road lessens the distance to New Or- © 
leans, by land, compared with the route hitherto 
taken, from three to four hundred miles. 
The Ancient ariillery company at Boston was in- 
stituted in 1638. It held its anniversary meeting 
on the Sth inst, After which the members dined 
together, with a numerous body of invited guests, 
of the highest respectability. Among the toasts 
drank, was the following: 
“Hancock and .Idams,” who yet speak on our fes- 
tal day, and whose voice is —old times and old princi+ 
ples.— May the spirit which gave birth to our asso- 
ciation, preserve it as Jong as our country has a 
blessing worth fighting for. 
[ Chere are two pieces of cannon belonging to the 
company. One of them often spoke in the revolu- 
tion, but its original companion, if we recollect 
rightly, was captured, and now is in the tower of 
London, preserved as a trophy.] 
A small balloon, sent up from the university in 
Baltimore, at 7 o’clock on the evening of the 30th 
ult. was found the next day near Chester, in Penn- 
svlvania, (the time of its descent not stated.)- The 
distance in a direct line is perhaps about 90 miles. 
Nuval. From the Norfolk Beacon, of June 5—~ 
We take peculiar pleasure in stating, which we do 
upon unquestionable authority, as an evidence of 
the mutual attachment and confidence existing be- 
tween the officers and seamen, as well as of the 
happy state of discipline of our navy, that a few 
days since, the entire crew of the U. States frigate 
Constellation, (one of the squadron lately under 
the command of com, Morris), and commanded by 
capt. John B. Nicholson, were paid off; the pay re- 
ceived by them amounting to $12,000; in ten days 
from the time of their discharge, the whole crew 
re-entered the servicé for a three years’ cruise on 
board that ship, now commanded by capt. Ridgely; 
a circumstance, we believe, without example, in 
the naval service of this or any other country. 
The following is given as a summary amount of 
the officers, whose names are inserted in the ‘Naval 


Register’ of the United States: 
Captains : e : : 33 
Master-commandants : : : 3 
Liettenants : : $ A 
Surgeons : : : : : : 47 
Surgeons’ mates : : : : 50 
Pursers  : : : : : : 46 
Chaplains™ : : 13 
Midshipmen, on the list : 350 
Sailing-masters — : : : : 70 
Boatswains : : : : : 20 
Gunners : : : : 23 
Carpenters : ; oF 
Sailmakers : : : : 12 


Marine corps. , 

Lieut. Colonel 11] Ist Lientenants 24 
Captains 9} 2d Lieutenants 46 
Naval depot. It is said that the commissioners, 





and its neighborhood is of the most unpleasant 


captains Warrington and Elliot,of the navy,and gen 
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Bernard, of tlre engineers, have fixed upon Charles- 
town, inthe harbor of Boston, as the most suitable 
site for the northern naval depot. The cost of the 
works necessary to defend this place would be 
comparatively small, Boston being, already strongly 
fortified. She 

The Indians. We have a report that a dreadfut 
civil war rages among the Choctaws, originating in 
4 private resentment, but now occupying the whole 
tribe. It is said that two parties of the nation met, 
each about 150 strong, who fought until not more 
than ten or twelve of the combatants were left 
alive ! 

Specie. The ship Franklin, from Charleston, 
brought nearly 100,000 dollars in specie—and the 


Charleston Packet, hourly expected, has also on, 


board alarge sum. We understand this money was 
sent out from England to purchase cotton;_ but the 
article was held too high for speculation. “ ¥. Gaz. 


Power of steam. On the 4th instant, the line of 
battle ship Franklin, was towed from the North 
river, at New-York, round to the navy-yard, in East 
river, by two steam boats, with great apparent ease, 
though the tide was running against them at the 
rate of four miles per hour. In time of war, this ap- 
plication of steam power may of the greatest im- 
portance. 


Canal navigation. The Utica Patriot gives a list 
of 28 boat arrivals, on the canal, between the 21st 
May and 6th June. Among them the Montezuma, 
constructed for passengers, which plies regularly 
between Utica and Salina, and performsa trip eve- 
ry two days. We also notice the arrival of a boat 
from Cayuga, with 250 bbls. flour. 


Travelling. The route from Fayetteville, N. C. 
to Norfolk, 230 miles, is now performed in stages, 
in three days, without travelling in the night— 
and passenge~s may reach Baitimore from the lat- 
ter place in the steam boat in one day more, a dis- 
sance of nearly 200 miles. It is pleasing to notice 
these things as shewing the progress of improve- 

ent. 
ae is stated in a Louisville paper, that colonel PR. 
M. Johnson, a senator in congress from Kentucky, 
travelled from Washington city to his residence, a 
distance of near 600 miles, in seven days. [If any 
one had prophesied such a journey 25 years ago-- ] 

The Ithaca Journal says, that the journey from 
New-York to Buffalo, can now be performed in 
three days, by taking the stage from Newburgh to 
Ithaca, the steam boat Enterprize from Ithaca to 
Cayuga bridge, and the stage from thence to Buf- 

lo. 
orl unlucky thief. A gentleman, resident near 
Easton, Pen. recently sent his daughter to town on 
horseback, to get a $100 bank bill changed into 
notes of smaller denominations. The bank being 
shut, she did not succeed, after having applied at 
several stores; and on her way home, a very polite 
gentleman on horseback, overtook and solicited 
the honor of her company on the road They pro- 
eeeded until they arrived at a convenient place, 
when the gallant gentleman presented a pistol at 
her breast and demanded the note: she drew it 
forth, but her hand trembling, it slipped from her 
fingers and was carried a considerable distance 


‘ backward by the wind. The fellow dismounted, 


and left his horse standing—the alarmed girl gave 
her’s the whip, the robber’s followed at full speed; 
a pistol discharged by the villain at the young wo. 
man hastened her horse, and she reached home 





ie os 


safe and sound, accompanied by the robber’s horse, 
worth at least §100-—and in the saddle-bags, be- 
sides alarge quantity of counterfeit notes, $1500 
in genuine bank bills were discovered. No one 
has appeared to claim the property! - 


Poll tax of Connecticut. By an act passed at the 
late session of the legislature of Connecticut, the 
polls of all white male persons, from theage of 21 
to 70, are required to be inserted on the tax list, at 
thirty dollars each, with a proviso, that the asses- 
sors and board of relief of each town, may abate or 
exempt from taxation, the polls of infirm, sick and 
disabled persons, not exceeding one tenth part of 
the taxable polls. And it is further provided, that 
the polls of ministers of the gospel, of all denomi- 
nations, during the time of their ministry, and in- 
structors and students in colleges and incorporated 
academies, shall be exempt from taxation—and 
also, the polls of officers and privates of the militia, 
provided each person liable to perform militia duty, 
and claiming such exemption, shall produce a cer- 
tificate from the proper officer, on or before the 
20th of October in each year, “That he is equipped 
according to law, and dressed in uniform, and has per- 
formed military duty during the preceding year.” 


Pennsylvania. At a meeting held in the court 
house at Pittsburg, Penn. without distinction of par- 
ties, and composed of from two to three hundred 
citizens, resolutions were passed which evinced the 
sentiments of the meeting to be highly friendly to 
the promotion of ak ge as and internal improve- 
ment. The thanks of the meeting were given to 
Henry Baldwin, esq. for his able endeavors on the 
floor of congress, to advance those great interests, 
and he was nominated fora re-election. Walter 
Lowrie, esq.also obtained the acknowledgments of 
the meeting for his aid of the manufacturing in- 
terest. 

New-Orleans. We have accounts from this city 
to the 24th ult. Numerous atiempts to fire the town 
had been detected. The public mind was exceed- - 
ingly agitated, on account of the threats made to 
release the pirates, atevery hazard. There had 
been one alarming fire near’ the jail, and another 
at the arsenal, both of which did much damage. 
The latter endangered a great part of the city and 
shipping. One hundred barrels of powder were in 
the magazine, which was fire-proof; but six hun- 
dred muskets in the arsenal, strangely left loaded 
with ball cartridges, were destroyed. Happily they 
were stacked, so that they were discharged in the 
air. Twenty buildings were consumed on:this oc- 
casion. 

By the steam boat Robert Fulton, which touche@ 
at Charleston on the 6th inst. on her way from New- 
Orleans to New-York, we learn that the captain 
(Desfarges) and first lieutenant (Johnson) of the 
piratical schooner Bravo, were executed on the 
25th May. Fifteen of the crew were respited for 
sixty days, and one had been pardoned. 


Texas. Fifty three persons were recently ar- 
rested by the marshal of the district of Louisiana 
and brought to New-Orleans, charged with the in- 
tention of making an irruption into the province of 
Texas. They were without arms. After being ex- 
amined, the district judge of the United States or- 
dered the proceedings of the general government 
to be discontinued against all of them except four, 
against whom it is alleged there is evidence suf- 
ficient to commit them for trial. The remainder are 





detained under the vagrant law of the state. 





SOR EM ENE RA IIE I A TS CIE ON BE NT BEE LITT 





PRINTED BY WILLIAM OGDEN NILES, AT THE FRAN KLIN PRESS, WATER-STREET, 





—— 















ie 





Sm EG 








NILES WEEKLY REGISTER. 











SUPPLEMENTARY TO NO. 16—VOLUME VI—NEW SERIES. 











THE PAST—~——THE PRESENT—roUu Tiig FUTURE, 





EDITED AND PUBLISHED BY H. NILES, AT 


£5 PEK ANNUM, PAYABLE 1W ADVANCE, 


— tulle 








British Couspirators. 


From the London Observer, of April 50. 

This morning at a quarter after nine, lord chief 
justice Abbott, lord chief justice Dallas, the chief 
baron, Mr. justice Richards, Mr. justice Best, and 
the common serjeant, took their seuis, 

Mr. Brown, the gaoler, was immediately request- 
ed to bring tle prisoners to the bar. in « few mi- 
nutes the clank of chains was heard, and the ele- 
ven prisoners entered the court. They were all 
double ironed, with the exception of Ings, who 
has been much indisposed since his conviction. 
Thistlewood came first, and advanced to the bar. 
There was a melancholy resignation in his counte- 
nance. Iie appeared considerably ultered since 
the last time of his being in court. 

All being in readiness, 

Mr. Shelton, (the clerk of the arraigns,) address- 
ing himself to Thistlewood, said, «Arthur Thistle- 
wood, you stand cénvicted of high treason, what 
have you to say why you should uot receive judg- 
ment to die, according to law ?”? 

Thistlewood immediately drew forth a manuscript 
address, which he proceeded to read in a mournful 
tone, and with a strong provincial accent, as fol- 
lows: 

«‘ My lords,—I am asked, my lord, what I haye to 
say that judgment of death should not be passed 
upon me according to law. This to me is mockcry; 
for were the reasons | could offer incontrovertible, 
and were they enforced even by the eloquence of 
a Cicero, still would the vengeznce of my lords 
Castlereagh and Sidmouth be satiated only in the 
purple stream, which circulates through a heart 

more enthusiastically vibrating to every impulse 
of patriotism and honor, than that of any of those 
privileged * * * totheircountry, who lord it 
over the lives and property of the sovereign peo- 
ple with barefaced impunity. ‘The reasons which 
{ have, however, I will how state—not that I enter- 
tain the slightest hope from your sense of justice 
or from your pity. ‘the former is swallowed up in 
your ambition, or rather by the servility you de- 
scend to, to obtain the object of that ambition—the 
latter I despise. Justice 1 demand. If Iam denied 
it, your pity isno equivalent. In the first place, 

“[ protest against the proceedings upon my trial, 
which Il conceive to be grossly partial, and contrary 
to the very spirit of justice,—but, alas! the judges 
who have heretofore been considered the counsel 
of the accused, are now, without exception, in all 
cases between the crown and the people, the most 
implacable enemies of the latter. In every insiance 
the judges charge the jury to find the subject 

guilty; nay, in one instance, the jury received a 
reprimand, and that not in the genteelest terms, for 
not strictly obeying the imperious mandate from 
the bench. 

“the court decided upon my trialte * * * * * 
rather than depart in the slightest degree from its 
usual furms. Nay, itis with me a question, if the 
form is usual which precluded mé from examining 
witnesses to prove the infamy of Adams, of Hiden, 
andof Dwyer. ’Ere the solicitor general replied 


ed, and I am in consequence to be consigned to the 
scaffold. Numetous have been the instances in 
which this rule of court has been infringed; but to 
have infringed it in my case would have Been to 
incur the displeasure cf the court, ahd to forfeit 
every aspiring hope of promotion. <A few hours 
hence and I shall be no more: but the nightly 
breeze which will whistle over the silent grave 
that shall protect me from its keenness, will bear 
{io your restluss pillow the memory of one, who 
lived but for his country,—and died when liberty 
and justice had been driven from its confines by a 
setof* ** * * *, For life, as it respects mys 
self, I care not; but while yet I may, 1 would rescue 
my memory~from the calumny which I doubt not 
will be industriously heaped upon it, when it will 
be no longer in my power to protect it. 

«} would explainthe motives which induced me 
to conspire against the ministers of lis majesty, 
und 1 would contrast them with those which these 
very ministers have acted upon in leading me to 
myruin. ‘Yodo this, it will be necessary to takea 
short review of my life for a few months prior to 
my arrest, for the offence for which I am to be exe- 
cuted without a trial--or-at least without an im- 
partial one, by a jury of my peers. 

«’ Tis true, the form, the etiquette of a trial has 
been gone through; but [ challenge any of the 
judges on the bench, to tell me, to tell my countrs, 
that justice was not denied me in the very place, 
where justice only should be administered. I 
challenge them to say that I was fairly tried. I 
challenge them to say if I am not murdered, ac- 
cording to the etiquette of a court, (falsely denomi- 
nated) of justice. I bad witnesses in court to prove 
that Dwyer was a villain beyond all example of 
atrocity. I had witnesses in court to prove that 
Adams was a notorious swindler, and that Hiden 
was no better. These were the three witnesses, 
indeed almost the only ones against me; but the 
form and rules of court must not be infringed up- 
on to save an unfortunate individual from tie scaf- 
fold. 

“JI called those witnesses at the close of Mr. 
Adolphus’ address to the jury, and before the soii- 
citor general commenced his reply, but the court 
decided that they could not be heard. Some good 
men have thought, and I have thought so too, that 
jefore the jury retired, all evidence was in time 
tor either the prosecutor or the accused, and more 
particularly for the latter; nay, even before the 
verdict was given, that evidence could not be con- 
sidered too late. Alas! such people drew their 
conclusidn from principles of justice only—they 
never canvassed the rules of court, which have 
finally sealed my unhappy doom! 

“ Many peopJe who are acquainted with the bare. 
faced manner in which I was plundered by my lord 
Sidmouth, will, perhaps, imagine that personal 
motives instigated me to the deed: but I disclaim 
them. My every principle was for the prosperity 
of my country. My every feeling—the height of 
my ambition was the welfare of my starving coun- 
trymen. I keenly felt for their miseries: but when 
their miseries wete laughed at, and when, because 





to the address of my counsel, I applied to the court 
to hear my witnesses: ‘Yhe court inhumanly refus 
Vout. XVIil.—— 21. 
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they dared to express those miseries, they were 
— my feelings became 
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tov intense, too excessive for endurance, and I re- 
solved on vengeance—I resolved that the lives of 
the instigators should be the requiem to the souls 
of the murdered innocents. 

«In this mood I met with George Edwards. And 
if any doubt should remain upon the minds of the 


mw 


grenades into the carriages of ministers as they 
passed through the streets; and yet this man, the 
contriver, the instigator, the entrapper, is screened 
from justice and from exposure, by those very men 
who seek vengeance against the victims of his and 
their villainy. 0 the attorney and solicitor gene- 


public, whether the deed | meditated was virtuous, }ral I cannot impute the clearest motives, Their 


or contrary, the tale I will now relate will convince 
them, that in attempting to exercise a power which: 
the law had ceased to have, I was only wreaking 
national vengeance ona set of wretches unworthy 
the name or character of men. This Edwards, poor 
and pennyless, lived near Picket-sireet, in the 
Strand, sometime ago, without a bed to lie upon, or 
a chair to sitin. Straw was his resting place; his 
only covering ablanket. Owing to his bad charac- 
ter and his swindling conduct, he was driven from 
thence by his landlord. It is not my intention to 
trace hiin through his immorality—suffice it to say 
that he was in every sense of the word a villain of 
the deepest atrocity. His landlord refused to give 
him a character. Some short time after this he call- 
ed on his landlord again; but mark the change in 
his appearance—dressed like a lord, in all the folly 
of the reigning fashion. He now described himself 
as the right heir to a German baron, who had been 
some time dead; that lords Castlereagh and Sid- 
mouth had acknowledged his claims to the title 
and property, had interfered in his behalf with the 
German government, and supplied him with money 
to support his rank in society. From this period I 
date his career asa government spy. 

«He got himself an introduction to the Spen- 
ceans—by what means Iam not aware of—and thus 
he became acquainted with the reformers in gene- 
ral. WhenI met with Edwards, after the massacre 
at Manchester, he decribed himself as very poor; 
and after several interviews, he proposed a plan of 
blowing up the house of commons. This was not 
my view—I wished to punish the guilty only, and 
therefore I declined it. Henext proposed that we 
should attack the ministers at the fete given by the 
Spanish ambassador. This I resolutely opposed, 
because the innocent would perish with the guilty; 
besides, there were ladies invited to the entertain- 
ment, and I, whoam shortly to ascend to the scaffold, 
shuddered with horror at the idea of that, a sample 
of which had previously been given by the agents of 
government at Manchester, and which, the minis- 
ters of his majesty applauded. Edwards was ever 
at invention: and at length he proposed attacking 
them at acabinct dinner. Iasked where were the 
means to carry his project into effect. He replied, 
if I would accede, we should not want for means. 
He was as good as his word: from him came, not- 
withstanding his apparent penury, the money pro- 
vided for purchasing the stores, which your lord- 
ships have seen produced in court upon my trial. 
He who was never possessed of money to pay for a 
pint of beer, had always plenty to purchase arms 
or ammunition. Amongst the conspirators he was 
ever the most active: ever inducing people to jom 
him, up to the last hour ere the undertaking was 
discovered. 

«} had witnesses in court who could prove they 
went to Cato-street, by appointment with Edwards, 
with no other knowledge or motive than that of 
passing an evening amongst his friends. I could 
also have proved that subsequent to the fatal trans- 
action, when we met in Holborn, he endeavored to 
induce two or three of my companions to set fire 
to houses and bujldingss, in various parts of the me. 
tropolis. I could prove that subsequent to that 


object seems to me to have been rather to obtain 
a verdict against me than to obtain a full and 
fair exposition of the whole aifair since its com 
mencement. if their object was justice alone, 
why not bring forward Edwards as a witness, if not 
asan accomplice; but no, they knew that by keep- 
ing Edwards in the back ground, my proofs—aye, 
my incontrovertible proofs of his being a hired spy, 
the suggester and promoter, must, according to the 
rules of court, also be excluded. 
“Edwards and his accomplices arranged matters 
in such a manner, as that his services might be dis- 
pensed with on the trial, and thus were the jury 
cut off from every chance of ascertaining the real 
truth. Adams, Hiden, and Dwyer, were the agents 
of Edwards, and truly he made a most admirable 
choice, for their invention seems to be inexhausti- 
ble: With respect to the immorality of our pro- 
ject, I will just observe that the assassination of a 
tyrant has always been deemed a meritorious ac- 
tion. Brutus and Cassius were lauded to the very 
skies for slaying Czsar; indeed, when any man, or 
any setof men, place themselves above the laws of 
their country, there is no other means of bringing 
them to justice than through the arm of a private 
individual. If the laws are not strong enough to 
prevent them from murdering the community, it 
becomes the duty of every member of that commu- 
nity to rid its country of its oppressors, 

«High treason was committed against the people 
at Manchester, but justice was closed against the 
mutilated, the maimed, and the friends of those 


who were upon that occasion indiscriminately *. 
* * * * * * * * * . 


* * Albion is still in the chains of slavery — 


I quit it without regret—I shall soon be consigned 
to the grave—my body will be immured beneath 
the soil whereon I first drew breath. My only sor- 
row is, that the soil should be a theatre for slaves, 
for cowards, fordespots. My motives, I doubt not, 
willhereafter be justly appreciated. I will, there- 
fore, now conclude by stating, that I shall consider 
myself as murdered, if I am to be executed on the 
verdict obtained against me, by the refusal of the 
court to hear my evidence. I could have proved 
Dwyer to have been a villain of the blackest dy-; 
for, since my trial, an accomplice of his, named 
Arnold, has been capitally- convicted at this very 
bar, for obtaining money under circumstances of 
an infamous nature. 

‘‘T seek not pity; I demand but justice: I have 
not had a fair trial, and upon that ground I protest 
that judgment ought not to be passed against me.” 

Mr. Shelton next addressed himself to Davidson, 
and put to him the same question which he had 
put to Thistlewood Davidson advanced, and spoke 
to the following effect:— 

“My lords, you ask me what I have to say why I 
should not receive judgment to die for what has 
been said against me? I answer that I protest 
against the proceedings in this trial in toto. Inthe 
first place, I always thought that. in a court of jus- 
tice the balance of justice was held with an evcn 
band. But this has not been the case with me; I 
stand here helpless and friendless. I endeavored 
to show that the evidence against me was contra- 





again, he endeavored to induce men to throw hand- 


dictory and incredible; and I hoped I had made an 
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impression on the gentlemen in the box; but the’ ful and inhuman nature. On the other hand, his 





moment I was done, the attorney general got up,} majesty’s m'nisters conspire together and impose. 
and told them that the evidence was pure and un-| laws to starve me and my family and fellow-coun- - 


contaminated, and to this I may add, that Mr, Baron! trymen: andif I was going to assassinate these mi- 
Garrow almost insisted that they :hould pronounce’ nisters, I do not see that it is so bad as starvation, in 
me guilty. I would ask, has any person identified | my opinion, my lord. | 
me but the oificers? who, everyone knows, have at | Here Mr. Shelton began to address Brunt, but 
all times been instrumental to the death of innocent, Ings said: “J amnot done. And there is another 
persons. I do not now plead for my life; I know: thing, my Lord; a meeting was called at Manches- 
I must fall a victim to the vengeance of my enemies. | ter, under the protection of the law of England, 
But in what manner have I been guilty of high trea-| for which our forefathers died, and which king 
son? It would seem 1 wasasilentspectator; none ofthe, John signed inthe open air. This meeting was 
witnesses impute to me a single observation. Now. called under the protection of that law, for the 
is this probable? I had always got a great deal to say, people to petition parliament to give them their 
for myself, consequently I was not the person who | rights; but, previous to the business of the meeting, 
would stand by without uttering a word; and yet! the Manchester yeomanry rode in among them, 
such has been the testimony of Adams. Then, with; and cut down men, women and children, in a man- 
regard to the blunderbuss, I have already explain-| ner that was a disgrace to the very name of En- 
ed that this was not mine, and that I acted in that; glishmen. ‘I hese yeomen had their swords ground 
affair entirely as the agent of Edwards. I have! before hand, and I had a sword ground also, but I 
also deciared how [came by the sword, and I now} do not see any harm in that. I shall suffer, no doubt; 
declare upon my soul, which will shortly appear} but L hope my children will live to see justice done 
before its maker, that I never made any biow at| to their bleeding country. 1 would rather die like 
any man, or discharged any carbine. As for Mun-;a man than live like aslave. I am sorry I have 
day, the man who swore that I had a long sword,! not the power, gentlemen, to say more; I shall 
with a pair of pistols in my girdle, who is he? He| therefore withdraw.” 
isa poor laboring man who comes here for his day ’s| John Thomas Brunt was next called upon, and 
pay and his victuals, to swear away the life of aj spoke as follows:—My lords and gentlemen, Iam 
fellow creature, and to support the unfounded! precluded from saying much: [ had intended to 
charge against me, that I meant to assassinate his; have committed my defence to writing, but 1 have 
majesty’s ministers. I appeal to any man, whether} been denied pen, ink, and paper--as such, what I 
it is upon such evidence the life of an innocent man| have to state will be very short. In the first place, 
is to be sacrificed? But even supposing, for the| whatever impression [ made on the jury. vesterday 
sake of argument, that the lives of his majesty’s} was knocked down by the solicitor general, who ap- 
ministers were threatened, it did not follow that] pears to me, by his sophistical eloquence to be ca- 
this was to extend to the king himself. In a pas-| pable of making the worst of crimes appear a vir- 
sage of Magna Charta, it was ordained that twenty-}tue. And next, with regard to Edwards, to whom 
five barons should be nominated to see that the} L alluded before, and to whose machinations I have 
terms of the charter were not infringed; and if it at last fallen a dupe; he once before nearly entrap- 
was found that his majesty’s ministers were guilty ped me when a cabinet dinner was given, I believe at 
of such infringement, then four barons were.to call| the earl of Westmorcland’s. He said he had part 
upon them for redress. If this were not grante\l,; of the men mustered, but there was not sufficient. 
then. the four barons were to return to their breth-} He had liked to have hooked me in then, but I hap- 
ren, by whom the people were to be called toge-| pened not to gotothe house. No doubt that Hiden 
ther to take up arms, and assert their rights. Such| was in that plot for me; it was held at the Scotch 
an act was not considered in o]d times as an act of; Arms. Of all the infamous characters on earth, 
treason towards the king, however hostile it might| Edwards is the worst; and yet he has been kept al- 
be towards his ministers. But this does not apply} together out of the view of the court. I protest 
tome. I hadno intention of joining in any scheme| against the verdict which has been pronounced 
whatever, either to put down my king, orto mur-| against me. For my life, if it was sacrificed in the 
der his ministers. Iwas entrapped by Goldworthy | cause of liberty, I care not a farthing; but it is gal. 
and Edwards, in order for some private purposes} ling to have it sworn away by a set of villians who 
of their own, that they might have my life sworn] thirst after blood merely for the sake of personal 
away. Ihave no objection to tender my life inthe} gain. Edwards is fur more worthy of punishment 
service of my country; but let me at least, for the| than any of us. He it was that furnished the arms 
sake of my children, save my character from the | —-and he it was that goaded us on to our own ruin. 
disgrace of dying atraitor. For my children only He always spoke well of me, and said if he had a 
do I feel, and when I think of them I am deprived | hundred such men as me he would be satisfied. He 
of utterance—I can say no more.” knew I was not a shuttle cock to be bandied about 
James Ings was next asked what he had to say|at pleasure. He knew he could put confidence in 
why he should not receive judgment to dic? Hej iy word, and that I would perish before I shrunk 
replied: “I have very little to say, My abilities} from what Lundertook. The prisoner then went 
will not allow me to speak. If Mr. Edwards had} on in a strain of strong invective against the wit- 
not got acquainted with me I should not be here; | ness Adams.—After which he referred to the two 
he came to me, unfortunately, when I had no bu-{| Monuments. ‘These two persons had been describ- 
siness, nor no means of getting a living, for my] ed by the solicitor general, as having had no com- 
family. I entered into the conspiracy only through} munication with each other, and yet having agreed 
him, and it was only necessity and the want of the] in all respects in their testimony. Was this the fact? 
means to support my wife and family that brought} No, for three weeks previous to the trials, they met 
mehere. Itis only through Edwards that I shall} twice aday at the Tower, rehearsed their story, and 
lose my life. Ido not mind dying, if you will let|thus were enabled to come forward quite perfect 
that man ceme forward, and die with me on thej]in their respective parts. He next adverted tothe 
scaffold. It was through him that I was going to| character of his apprentice Hale, and was casting 
do that which, { must allow, was of a most disgrace-} strong reflections on his conduct—when 
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The chief justice said, he could not suffer 
such observations to be made under such circum- 
stances. | 

Brunt begged pardon, but said he stated nothing 
but facts. Hé next adverted to the conduct of lords 
Castlereagh and Sidmouth; they, he said, bad been 
the cause of the death of millions, and although he 
adinitted he had conspired to put such men out of 
the world, still he did not think that amounted to 
high treason. He was one of those who would 
have been sati: fied with taking off the cabinet mi- 
nisters; but the verdict against him, ef intending 
to depose his majesty, he contended, was utterly at 
variance with truth and justice. He had never con- 
templated any such consequence. He was neither 
atraitorto bis king nor to his country; nor would 
he suffer any mann his presence to speak irrever- 
ently of his sovereign, In undertaking to kill lord 
Castlereagh and lord Sidmouth, and their fellow 
ministers he did not expect to save his life—he 
was determined to diea martyr in his country’s cause, 
and to avenge the innocent blood shed ‘at Man- 
chester, 

In conclusion he said he was willing to suffer for 
the acts which he had contemplated; but it grieved 
him to think that he was to suffer for a crime of 
which he was innocent, namely, high treason, On 


‘these grounds he protested against the verdict of 


the jury as contrary to.law and justice.” 

The prisoner spoke with great vehemence, and 
used throughout the most inflammatory language. 

Richard fidd, was the next called upon. He 
spoke as follows: «My lords and gentlemen, being 
only found guilty so late last night, [ have not had 
an opportunity te make up any defence. All I can 
say, is, and 1 positively swear it, that the evidence 
that has come bcfore you, with the exception of 
that of capt. Fitzclarence, is utterly false.” 

' James Wilson, said, “I am not gifted with the 
power of talking much, but I mean to say that I 
was certainly drawn into this by Edwards.” 

John Harrison.—“I likewise say I was brought 
into it by Edwards.” 

John Shaw Strange.—“f have this much to say 
to the evidence of Mr. Brunt’s apprentice, like- 
wise that of Adams, J declare sclemnly to God they 
are both perjured villians.”’ 

James Gilchrist.—“What I shall say in the pre- 
sence of my Godand you, is, that till the Wednes- 
day evening at four o’clock I knew nothing about 
this business. Iwas going to look for work, and I 
had neither money nor bread. Sol went to what 
I was told was to be asupper of the radicals. (Here 
the prisoner was overcome by his feelings.) At 
6 o’clock, I met C. Cooper, who was the only man 
1 knew, and I borrowed a halfpenny of him, which, 
with another, enabled me to get a pennyworth of 
bread, and this I eat very sweet. I wish I may 
never come out of this place, if I tell false. We 
then went into the stable and up stairs, where 
there was some bread and cheese. I took an old 
sword ane hewed down the loaf, of which others 
who were as hungry as me partook. I then asked 
what all these arms were about, and when I heard, 
¥ was so shockedthat I determined to get away as 
fast asE could. Soon afier the officers and soldiers 


_came, and I thought it my duty to surrender. I 


now stand here convicted of high treason, after I 
served my king and country for twelve years, and 
this is the recompense. Oh God!—I have nothing 
more to say. 

Here the prisoner stood back in an agony of 
tears. He is a Scotchman, and spoke with his na- 
tive accent. His manner altogether was extremely | 


impressive, and his language seemed to be that of 
simple truth. 

Charles Cooper said he had much to say, but his 
friends thought it would be imprudent. He could 
only declare that he was not guilty of the crime 
imputed to him. 

Gilchrist again came forward, and said he was 
very willing to give up his life, if it could save that 
of a fellow creature. He had already tendered it 
to save one of the poor men by his side. He never 
thought of such athing asto take any man’s life. 

The cricr of the court now proclaimed silence in 
the usual manner, while sentence of death was pase 
sing’ upon the prisoners— 

‘the lord chiefjustice then proceeded to address 
the prisoners severally by their respective names, 
making a distinction between those who had with- 
drawn their please of «not guilty” and pleaded 
“ruilty,” and thase who had been convicted by ju- 
ries of their country. If any of them should ulti- 
mately have their lives sparec, which he trusted 
would be the case, he hoped they would always 
bear in mind that they owed that life to the benigniy 
ty and merciful disposition of their sovereign, ard- 
ed and seconded also by the merciful dispositions of 
those very persons upon whom they had contem- 
plated the foul crime of assassination. One of them, 
Arthur Thistlewood, had upon bis trial proposed to 
call certain witnesses, wham the court bad refused 
to hear, This refusal was according to the due 
course of justice, as it was administered in this 
country, ‘The witnesses whom he proposed to call, 
were for the purpose of impugning the testimony of 
aman of the name of Dwyer, and no other. His 
learned counsel had previously called witnesses to 
the same effect. It could not be allowed to him ac- 
cording to the ordinary course of proceeding to 
do more. Indeed, even if he had had been allow- 
ed soto do, it could have been productive of no ad- 
vantage, because hiscase did not depend upon the 
evidence of that witness alone. This observation 
was confirmed by the fact, that in subsequent cases, 
where the evidence of Dwyer was altogether omit- 
ted, a similar verdict of guilty was returned Some 
of themhad thought fit to say much of the character. 
of a person who had not appeared as a witness up- 
on this occasion, The court could proceed only 
upon the evidence which was brought before it.— 
Of the person, therefore, to whom they alluded, or 
of the practice of which they had been guilty, they 
could have no knowledge. Upon the testimony, 
however, which had been adduced against them, 
there was abundantly sufficient to induce a jury of 
their country to come to a eonclusion that the whole 
of them had taken an active part in the crimes im- 
puted in the indictment. From all that had ap- 
peared in the course of these trials, as well as from 
much of that which they had then heard, it was 
plain to see, that they did not embark in their wick- 
ed designs until they had first suffered their minds 
to be corrupted and inflamed by those seditious 
and irreligious publications, with which, unhappily 
for this country, the press had too long teemed. He 
did not make these remarks to aggravate their guilt 
or to enhance the sufferings of persons in their si- 
tuation. He made them as a warning to all who 
might hear of their unfortunate fate, that they 
might benefit by their example, and avoid those 
dangerous instruments of sedition, by which their 
hearts and minds were inflamed, and by which they 
were drawn from every feeling of morality —from 
every sense of obligation towards their Creator, and 
of justice towards society. The treason cf which, 





they were charged and found guilty, was that of. 
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compassing and imagining to levy war agzinst his) tranguility is pravailing thronghout this state, and 


majesty, for the purpose of inducing him to change 
jis mea.ures and ministers; the first step towards 
affecting which, was the assassination of the cabinet 
ministers. They had endeavored now to complain 
of the testimony of those persons who had been ex- 
amined as witnesses on the part of the prosecution. 
Some of them were accomplices in their guilt. Ik 
had here happened, asit had upon other occasions, 
thatthe principal instruments in the hands of jus- 
tice, were the partners of their wickedness; and he 
trusted that circumstance prould have its due 
weiglit and consideration with al] those who became 
acquainted with their situation, and with the cir- 
cumstances of their trial. He hoped, for the sake 
of their own personal safety, if they could not be 
restrained by any other consideration, that they 


in every part of our extensive country; that confi- 
dence in the justice and generosity of our public 
counsels, appears to be increasing among the na- 
tions of the earth; and thatthe dangerous collisions 
which menaced an interruption of our peace, will 
probably be averted by amicable discussions, con- 
ducted with moderation and a spirit of equity. 
These are sure indications ofthe happy influence of 
free and mild insitutions of government, over a 
virtuous and intelligent population; and the bless- 
ings they procure demand our gratitude to the 
Merciful Disposer of ail events. 

Owing to the stagnation of commerce, and to 
former abuses of credit, form the effects of which 
ourcountry has not yet recovered, the pecuniary 
pressdre uponthe community continues to be severe 





would abstain from evil communications, and from 
evil connexions, sich as had brought the prisoners 


to the unhappy position in which they stood —| States, or of the world, enjoy gre 
Some of them had avowed their intention to have | 
taken away the lives, and to have steeped their | 
hands in the blood of fourteen persons, to many of, 


and is still greatly injurious to the public interests; 
but I believe that the people of no part ofthe United 
ater comfort and 
prosperity, than those of Connecticut. This com- 
parative exemption from the common evil of the 
present perrod, ought, doubtless, to be attributed 


. . # { bed - . . - 
them unknown—a crime of a character so black, ; to their frugal habits, persevering industry, and to 


that it was hitherto without parallel tn the history 
of this country, and he hoped it would remain un- 
paralleled hereafter. (His lordship here seemed 
considerably agitated.) {ft now, he said, only re- 
mained for him to pass upon them the awfal sentence 
of the law; but before he did so, he exhorted them, 


the general diffusion of those arts mest necessary 
to the enjoyment of civilized life, which have ren- 
dered them, ina verv considerable degree, indepen- 
dent of supplies derived from external commerce. 
As far as my information extends, the people of this 
country have become generally convinced that the 





he implored them, to employ the time yet left to 
them in this life, in endeavoring, by prayer, to ob- 
tain mercy from that Almighty Power, before whom 
they would shortly appear. The mercy of Heaven 
might be obtained by all those who would unfeign- 


edly and with humility express contrition for their! 
offences, and seck that mercy through the merits | 


of their blessed Redeemer. 


His lordship having once more solemnly exhort- | 


ed the prisoners to repentance, pronounced the 
sentence of the Jaw in the following words:— 

“That you, and each of you, be taken from hence 
to the gaol from whence you last came, and from 
thence that you be drawn upon a hurdle to a place 
of execution, and be there hanged by the neck un- 
til you be dead; and that afterwards your heads 
shall be severed from your bodies, and your bodies 
be divided into four quarters, to be disposed ofas his 
majesty shall think fit. And may God of his infinite 
goodness have mercy upon your souls!” 

The crier said aloud, «Amen!” in which he was 
joined by many in the court, who were deeply af- 
fected by his lordship’s impressive address. 

The prisoners were then removed from the bar. 
They did not seem much affected, but departed 
with great firmness and resignation. Tidd complain- 
ed of the weight of his irons. 

The chief justice said, he was sure the gaoler 
would grant him every indulgence consistent with 
his safety. 





Legislature of Connecticut. 


GOVERNOR’S SPEFCH. 
The legislature of Connecticut recently met 
for the first time, under their new constitution, 
at New-Haven. Daved Plant was chosen sneaker, 


Ansel Sterling, clerk, and Nathan Johnson, assistant 
clerk. The house being organized, his excellency 
governor Wolcott was escorted to the court-house, 
where he delivered the following speech: 

Iam happy in being able to inform you, on the 
present occasion, when we are again convened to 


remedies for our present embarrassments, can alone 


ibe expected from improvements in exriculture, a 


Wise direction of the public industry, and from the 


Hy 
' 


‘extension of arts and manufactures, aided by re- 
istraints on the consumption or use of those super- 
fluous or noxious articles of foreign growth or ma- 
nufacture, which exhausted the resources of the 
country, and depress the exertions of domestic en- 
terprize We must still await the measures which 
| may be devised by the national government for our 
irelief, to which the general regulation of the eur- 


| 


lreney, of foreign commerce, and provisions for a 


| just distribution of the eflects of bankrupt traders, 
‘have been assigned by the constitution; but much 
lcan be done by the several states, by vise fiscal re- 
| gulations, and by precepts and examples, co-operat- 
Ing with the patriotic exertions of al! good citizens. 

Incessant vigilance, and great caution, are duties 
at all times incumbent on the tegislators of free 
states, and are especially requisite at present, in 
consequence of the disturbed condition of several 
countries, with which we are principally connected, 
where the recent course of events appears to be 
unfavorable to principles of liberty. The expedi- 
ency of preserving our municipal regulations and 
militia establishments in full vigor, is therefore ap- 
parent. 

In addition to the ordinary business of the ses- 
sion, I think it proper to mention that the appoint- 
ment of electors of president and vice president of 
the United States, mn. au tn pursuance of an act of 
congress, be made within thirty-four days preced- 
ing the first Wednesday of December next. If no 
provision different from the existing law of this state 





it 
shall be made during the present sesston, an cxtra 
meeting of the general assembly will be necessary. 
In connexion with this subject, the appointment of 
asenator of the United States, to supply the place 
of the hon. Samuel W. Dana, whose term of service 
will expire onthe third of March next, wil! dcserve 
consideration. 

I have received from the governor of the com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts, a resolution of the 





deliberate on the concerns of our constityents, that | 





general court of that state, representing that con- 
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. tentions and disputes have arisen between the citi- 


‘both, though nominally free, must be dependent on 
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zens of that commonwealth and those of this state, 
respecting the boundary line between the two states 
east of Connecticut river, and appointing commis- 
sioners to ascertain the same—in which measure 
the concurrence of this state is requested. 

The states of Pennsylvania, and of Ohio, have 
proposed an amendment to the constitution of the 
United States, for the purpose of restraining ¢on- 
gress from establishing any bank, or other monied 
mstitution, except within the district of Columbia. 
These papers will be communicated by a special 
message, 

I have received, for the purpose of being submit- 
ted to your consideration, certain declarations of the 
commonwealth of Virginia, which deny the legiti- 
mate right of congress to inhibit slavery, «s a con- 
dition of admitting a new state into the union, or 
to impose any other restriction, not necessary to 
guarantee a republican form of government. 

Preliminary measures have been adopted, for 
admitting the territory of Missouri a member of the 
United States, on terms which will doubtless be ac- 
ceptable to Virginia, but accompanied with a decla- 
ration by congress, that, (with the exception of the 
proposed new state) slavery shall forever remain 
interdicted in all tie territory of the United States, 
north of thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes of 
north latitude, thereby asserting a principle, the 
validity of which is denied by the state of Virginia. 

Although the opinion of this ancient and respect- 
able state, is not offered in the form of an amend. 
ment to the constitution; nor as the basis of a pro- 
posed contract, which, if ratified by particular 
states, would require the assent of congress, yet 
an equivalent effect has been probably expected, 
from the assent of a majority of the states, to the 
principles and reasoning to which that state ap- 
pears to have become reconciled, and upon which 
their resolutions have been founded. 

Although the present occasion does not afford a 
convenient opportunity for a full enquiry how far 
the doctrine now promulgated is consistent with a | 
fundamental principie, which have been adopted 
a great majority of this nation, as political axioms 
never to be disputed; nor to any review of the con- 
sequences, which either confidence or diffidence 
in former counsels of the same authority, have pro- 
duced in the actual administration of the govern- 
ment; and though it is still less suitable to an ex- 
amination of the philological interpretation of the 
constitution to which your attention has been in- 
vited, “yet as the decision of this question must 
powerfully influence the conditon of society in all 
future ages, and as every freeman ought to form a 
decided opinion upon this subject, I caunot forbear 
to present to your view some of the consequences 
which, in my opinion, mast follow from the exten-} 
sion or diffusion of slavery in these states, 

It cannot have escaped your observation, that a 
diversity of habits and principles of government 
exists in this country; and I think it is evident that 
siavery is gradually forming those distinctions, 
which, according to invariable laws of human ac- 
tion, constitute the characteristic difference be- 
tween aristocratical and democratical republies. 

Wherever agricultural labor is wholly or chiefly 
performed by slaves, it must constitute the princi- 
pal revenue of the community, The owners of 
slaves must necessarily be the chief owners of the 
soil; and those laborers who are too poor to own 


an aristocratical order, and remain without power 


All our experience illustrates the truth of these 
remarks, Connecticut has long been among the 
first of the colonizing states. ‘The soil, climate, and 
price of lands in Maryland and Virginia, are highly 
inviting to our agricultural emigrants, yet they are 
almost invariably seen to prefer settlements in more 
remote and comparatively inconvenient situations, 
They are only deterred from settling in these states 
by the vicinity of a slave population, and by inci- 
dental institutions, which would require a renun. 
ciation of their habits and the political privileges 
which they have been accustomed to enjoy, and to 
which they are inviolably attached. 

The territorial limits of the states where slavery 
is permitted, are already far more extensive, and 
theirlands prebably more fertile,thanin those where 
it is interdicted. Slavery is unfavorable to a com. 
pact population, and to improvemcats in the arts; 
and the mode of cultivation usually practised, tends 
to promote a rapid expansion of new settlements, 
greatly exceeding a just proportion of the compa- 
rative masses of population. An immense territory, 
west of the Mississippi, either belongs to the abo- 
riginal tribes of Indians, or is sparely settled by the 
subjects of Spain, where slavery is already estab- 
lished; and mueh of this territory will, doubtless, 
be annexed to our nation by amicable arrangements, 
and the natural progress of civilization. 

It has been urged as a compensation for the ad- 
mitted evils of slavery, that the spirit of liberty is 
more elevated and persevering among the masters 
of slaves, than in states where liberty is a common 
blessing. We may admit that our southern brethren 
are as firmly attached to liberty as ourselves, but 
we cannot concede that they are, in any respect, 
our superiors, without submitting to humiliation and 
reproach. Probably, the claim has no other just 
foundation, than in the well known ardor, tenacity 
of opinion, and strict concert of action, with which 
the members of a privileged order invariably pur- 
sue a separate and exclusive interest. Even a tacit 
admission of inferiority, from habitual concessions, 
would imply, on our part, a secret preference of 
aristocratical over demoeratical institutions, since 
the experience of every age has evinced that, when 
the privileges of a ruling order are founded on the 
transitory possession of wealth, however acquired, 
they are never exercised with moderation or jus- 

tice, than when they depend on hereditary distinc- 
tions of rank. 

We are clearly bound, by our federal engage- 
ments, not to attempt to effect any change in the 
adjusted relations of society, in the states where 
slavery has been already established. But as the 
bare permission of slavery in a new state, would be 
a concession tending to disturb the natural equality 
which would otherwise exist between the states, 
and also between all free citizens, it would seem to 
be far more reasonable, even on the principle of 
that strict and literal construction of the delegated 
powers of congress, for which Virginia contends, 
to require in the constitution an express authority 
to tolerate the extension of slavery, rather than 
from the mere absence of any express direction to 
that effect, to infer the want of power to prehibit 
such extension in derogation of the fundamental 
rights and principles, which it wasclearly the great 
object of the constitution to secure and perpe- 
tuate. 

But, in my opinion, the invaluable compact be- 
tween the people, the states and the federal go- 
vernment, not only forbids the exercise of some 
powers, but is imperative in requiring the perform- 





or political influence in this state. j 





ance of certain duties—and may as effectually be 
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veolated by mere negligence and non-execution, as 
by the usurpation of powers.not delegate, or re- 
served tothe states or to the people. Among these, 
the guarantee of a republican form of government 
is of vital.importance. It is a contract between the 
United States and the people of every state, design- 
ed to protect the great principles of the revolution, 
upon which our union depends. It imposes upon 
congtess, not merely deliberative but active duties; 
not merely a vigilant attention to the elementary 
principles of government, and the composition of 
society in the new states which may, from time to 
time be admitted members; but also vests a conser- 
vative power over all the states, to secure their 
original principles from subversion by force, or from 
gradual decay; not only to guard the states against 
the enterprizes of monarchical authority, which are 
the most oppressive to the rich and powerful, but 
to protect the people against the masked-batteries 
of aristocracy, which ought equally to be dreaded 
by the poor and defenceless. It was not to estab- 
lish republics in “form” only, but to perpetuate our 
free and mild institutions, and to render civil liber- 
ty immortal, that the constitution was adopted.— 
Nothing has been more common than the perver- 
sion of republican forms, and it has been by such 
means that the liberties of free states have been 
most frequently undermined. Even the govern- 
ment of the Mamelukes has long been acknowledg- 
ed and constantly styled a republic. They have, 
for about four hundred years, formed their own 
regulations, and elected their chiefs, with the right 
of suspending their power at will. No men have 
been more jealous than they of any diminution of 
the privileges of their order, or more fiercely at- 
tached to popular forms. They have been masters 
over a fertile and extensive country; they have been 
numerous, warlike and powerful; yet they have 
ever been, in fact, a confederacy of slaves, and their 
misnamed republican freedom, has been displayed 
only in acts of cruelty, extortion and tyranny over 
the defenceless natives of Egy pt. 

I regret that the discussion of this subject, by the 
states, has become necessary. In my judgment it 
would have been more prudent to have left a ques- 
tion of such delicacy and importance to the unin- 
fluenced decision of congress. But, as it has been 
proposed by the general assembly of Virginia, a 
prompt and frank declaration of our sentiments is 
required, no less by decorum than by a just regard 
to the rights of our constituents. On the grounds 
which have been briefiy stated, Iam compelled, by 


a sense of duty, to declare it as my opinion, that} to take, unite with the general assembly of Virginia, 
congress is fully authorised to inhibit the further | in the opinion expressed in the declarations of that 
diffusion of slavery; and that, to permit it to be] assembly; nor in the measures therein proposed, te 
established in the territores or districts which have | give them effect. 

been, or may hereafter be acquired, would, in ef- The questions, to which these resolutions allude, 
fect, operate as an indefinite suspension, if not a| have been settled by the competent autherity; and 
perpetual exclusion of the rights which appertain| while your committee refrain from discussing a 
to the agriculturalists of the United States, and} question, which has so greatly agitated the national 
tending also to create an influence injurious to the | councils, they cannot but regret to find, in so dis- 


states where slavery is interdicted. 
OLIVER WOLCOTT. 
General assembly, May session, 1820. 





REPORT ON THE VIRGINIA DECLARATIONS, 


The committee to whom was referred so much | ciples of civil liberty. 
of his excellency the governor’s speech, as relates Per order, ELIAS PERKINS. 


to certain declarations of the commonwealth of Vir 
finia—ReEvoRT: 

That, although they do not discover in the con 
stitution of the United States, any article autho 
rising the legislature ef the different states to de 





less to overawe the deliberations of that body, yet, 
as congress has exercised the power of prohibit- 
ing slavery north of 364 degrees of north latitude, 
we approve of the act, as constitutional. 
Involuntary servitude is universally admitted to 
be a reproach upon our republican institutions; 
and its existence in this country has been a sub- 
ject of regret with the wise and good, in every 
part of the union. An attempt, from any‘ quarter, 
to extend the influence of this evil, cannot be 
viewed with uncoicern—-more especially as ‘it is 
evident that slavery is gradually forming these dis- 
tinctions which, according to the invariable laws 
of human action, constitute the characteristic dif- 
ference between aristocratical and democratical re- 
publics.” 

Congress not only have the power, but it is their 
duty, under the constitution, in forming new states, 
not only to secure to them the form of a republican 
government, but provision should be made, ta se- 
cure to the people of every new state, equal rights 
and privileges, and at the same time to preserve 
in the existing states, such a proportion of power 
and infiuence as is guaranteed them by the nation- 
al compact. 

Self-preservation requires that no power should 
be granted, which would endanger the general 
welfare: On subjects of this kind, congress is the 
constituted authority to decide—that being the or- 
ganized representation of the union, and exclusively 
entrusted with the care of its concerns. The com- 
mittee are aware that the commonwealth of Vir- 
ginia, from the power and influence which she has 
maintained in the union, and the interest whick 

her statesmen have heretofore taken in the great 
principles of civil liberty, upon which are founded 

the constitutions of the states, is entitled, in all her 
communications, to the highest consideration; and 

it is with no small-concern and surprise, that your 
committee discover, inthe communication now sub- 
mitted by that commonwealth to the general assem- 

bly of Connecticut, for her co-operation, an appa- 

rent disposition to sectional aggrandizement, by the 
continuance and extensien of an evil too gross to be 
named in the constitution, and which has ever been 
considered by her best and ablest statesmen, as alike 
inconsistent with her own professions, and the prin- 
ciples of our government. 

Yourcommittee have given as much attention to 

the communication submitted to them, as the duties 

of the session would allow; but they cannot, in any 

view of the subject which they have been enabled 






















































tinguished x member of the union, an attempt to 
take from congress, by a combined influence, a 
power clearly inferable from the provisions of the 
constitution, and essential to the preservation of 
equality in the states, and the acknowledged prin- 


-| Resolved, by this assembly, that the preceding re- 
port be accepted and approved—and that the go- 
-| vernor vf this state be requested to transmit a copy 
- | thereof, and of this resolution, to the governor of the 
-; commonwealth of Virginia. as the reply of this as- 





Aine, limit, or contre) the powers of congress, muc! 


1 | sembly to the preamble and resolutions of the gene- 
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ral assembly of Virginia, communicated to this as--)pendeut banks in this commonwealth,” approved 
sembly by the governor of this state, at the opening |January twentieth, one thousand eight hundred 
of the present session. and eighteen, and an act entitled “an act supple 
.In Senate, May Session, 1820. mental to the act establishing independent banks 
Passed—Attest, in this commonwealth,” approved February third, 
WM. W. BOARDMAN, Clerk. [one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, to deai 
In the House-of Representatives: and trade in discounts, bills of exchange, or cur- 
Passed—Attest, rent money, or to issue noees or bills of credit, pay- 
A. STERLING, Clerk. {able to bearer or otherwise, shall be, and the same 
— are hereby repealed and revoked from and after 
: rg ene a the first day cf May next, and all other power, 
Most excellent law of Kentucky - rights and Siieiligos gienved to said sulpesetiniaie 
The following truly wise law of Kentucky may re-'|saic! recited acts,are hereby repealed and revoked, 
deem the state ofits present ills, brought about \from and after the first day cf January, one theu- 
by its litter of banks, in a few years, if the peuple | sand eight hundred and twenty three. 
are industrivus and economical. Sec. 2 Be it further enacted, That any person or 
win act to repeal the act entitled “an act to establish persons, who may act as president, director or 
independent banks in this commonwealth,” and un act other officer, of any independent bank in this siate, 
supplementary thereto. contrary to the provisions of this act, shall be sub- 
Whereas, in the tenth article of the constitution |ject to allthe penalties, fines and forfeitures im- 
of Kentucky, it is declared—first, that all freemen posed by an act to suppress private associations for 
when they forma social compact are equal, and the purpose of banking, approved February eighth, 
that no man or set of men, are entitled to exclusive, (one thousand eight hundred and twelve, which pe- 
separate public emoluments or privileges from the ‘nalties, fines and forfeitures may, and shall be im- 
community, but in consideration of public services; |nosed, recovered, collected and distributed ac- 
and secondly, that all pewer is inherent in the peo- |cording to the provisions of the said recited last act. 
ple, and ail free governments are founded on their} Sec. 3. Beit further enacted, That the bonds re- 
authority, and instituted for their peace, safety and quired from the independent banks tor the privi- 
happiness: And lege of banking forthe year one thousand eight 
Whereas, it is self evident, according to those fun-|hundred and twenty, shail be and the same is here- 
damental principles of government, that all laws/by repealed. 
which grant, toa few, the power to oppress the! Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That so much of 
many, are tyrannical in their nature, and adverse to |the act to incorporate Sanders’ manufacturing com- 
the primitive rights of the people—and therefore |pany, which passed the 3!st day of January, one 
repealable by the supreme authority: To say that a/thousand eight hundred and eighteen, and the 
sale of the primitive rights of the people, by the le-|supplemental act thereto, approved February the 
gislature, is to be perpetual and unalterable, be-|third, ene thousand eight hundred and eighteen, 
cause there is a contract in the case, is to declare which gives the said company banking privileges, 
that error and abuse of power i :ay cousecrate them-}shall be, and the same is bereby repealed; and the 
selves. Ffaud vitiates allcontracts: Toetiect the!second section of this act is hereby made applica- 
intention of the parties is the object of all laws re-|bleto the persons who may have the management 
garding contracts: That a privilege granted, shall of the said manufacturing institution. 
be used for the destruction, or even to the disad-| The following were the yeas and nays onthe 
vantage of those who granted, never could be the | passage of the preceding act— 
intention of the parties. All legislative power is| In the house of representatives. 
derivative; proceeds from the people, and is to be} Yeras—Messrs. Allen, Barrett, Barton, Baylor, 
used for their prosperity and happiness only; con-| Booker, Boyd, J. Breathitt, Butler, Chilton, Chur- 

















sequently, all Jaws of a contrary tendency, violate | 
the intention of the social compact; and are subject 
upon first principles, to the condition of being re- 
pealed, whether the evil spring from the nature of 
the privilege granted, or contract entered into, or 
from the abuse of either. A bank charter, fromits 
nature, extends, and necessarily confines the pow- 
-ers and privileges granted to the few, to the ex- 
clusion of the many. It therefore follows, as an un- 
avoidabie conclusion, that if the powers and privi- 
leges, granted in a bank charter, operate against 
the public good, the people by their legislature, 
have the primitive right to revoke*such charter, 


To the end therefore, that the good people of this 
state be delivered in future from the bancful effects 


of the power and privileges granted by the laws 


establishing independent banks in this common- 
wealth, which have been exercised in many in- 


stances in the plenitude of tyranny, oppression, 


ichill, Clarke, Cockerill, Coleman, Cunningham, 
Davis, Daniel, Dougherty, Duncan (of Daviess,) 
Duncan (of Lincoln,) W. Emmerson, Forrest, Ge- 
irard, Goode, Gray, B. Harrison, Hays, Howard, 
|Hughes, Kincaid, King, Lecompte, Lewis, Little, 
'Lyne, Mayo, Miller, T. P. Moore, ‘T. R. Moore, 
'M’Roberts. O’Bannon, Oglesby, Oldham, Rudd, 
Scott, W. Smith, Stephens, Stephenson, Waring, 
White, Williams and) Worthington—5l. 

Nays—Mr. Speaker,{ Hardin.}] Messrs. C. Breath- 
itt, Cooper, Cox, J. Emerson, Fleming, Gordon, 
Green, Grundy, Lee, Long, M’Afee, M’Clelland, 
Payne, Porter, Prather, Sanders, Sandford, Selby, 
Spillman, R. ‘aylor, Thomas, Turney, Underwood,, 
.M. Wickliffe and Yantis—27. 

In the senate. 

Yras—Mr. Speaker, [Blackburn] Messrs. Bled- 
soe, Crutcher, Dollerhide, Ewing, Ford, Given,. 
Hardin, Hickman, Johnson, Jones, Lackey, Pic- 





and abuse, to the great injury of the good people of|kett, “laughter, Thomson, White, Wood and Yan- 


this state:— 


cy—18. 


Sect. 1. Be it enacted by the general assembly of| Naxs—Messrs. Barry, Bridges, Davidge, David- 


‘the commonwealth of Kentucky, That all power, right 
or privilege, granted to the corporations establish- 
ed by an act entitled “an act establishing inde- 


‘son, Eve, Faulkner, Harrison, Johnson, Mason, Ow= 
ens, Perrin, Pope, Roper, Southgate and Worthing- 
ton—15. 
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